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We are committed to 

discovering smart, 

sustainable ways to expand 

access to health care through 

innovation, which is also 

necessary to sustain our 

business in the longer term.

As a leader in global health care, Merck is committed to addressing critical social, environmental 
and economic challenges to ensure not only the vitality of our business, but also the health of 
our world.

Too many people around the world are unable to benefit from advances in medicines and health 
care. As a global health care company, we believe we have an important role and responsibility in 
improving access to medicines, vaccines and quality health care worldwide. To help address this 
challenge, we are committed to discovering smart, sustainable ways to expand access to health 
care through innovation, which is also necessary to sustain our business in the longer term. To 
guide our efforts in these key areas of activity we have implemented a company-wide Access to 
Health Statement of Guiding Principles.

Just over a year ago, we launched a new effort dedicated to creating a world where no woman 
dies from complications during pregnancy and childbirth. Our Merck for Mothers initiative — a 
10-year, $500 million effort — leverages the whole of our business and scientific expertise to 
develop new maternal health innovations and expand access to life-saving technologies, care and 
medicines around the world. In the first year, we collaborated with more than 75 implementing 
partners and advocacy organizations. We also became a founding partner of Saving Mothers, 
Giving Life, a major public-private partnership with the U.S. Government, the Government of 
Norway, the American College of Obstetricians and Gynecologists, and Every Mother Counts, 
focused on reducing maternal mortality dramatically in sub-Saharan Africa.

Our vision for our environmental sustainability is also being supported and realized by innovative 
products and packaging, sustainable operations and the establishment of an integrated approach 
throughout our organization. In addition to partnerships with Safe Water Network and Support 
My School to increase access to clean water, we are continuing to implement ways to reduce water 
use in our operations. Merck established a capital portfolio in 2011 to support improvements to 
water systems and wastewater infrastructure at approximately 50 of our facilities worldwide. The 
first of these projects are located in Ireland, France, Brazil, Iowa and Tennessee and will come 
on line this year. 

Corporate responsibility at Merck is a daily commitment that is embedded in our business and 
informs all of the actions of our employees. We know that our ability to advance health owes 
much to listening and working with others who share the same goal.
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