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As we remain well positioned 

to respond to increased 

demand for our products, 

we do so with an eye toward 

delivering positive benefits  

to our many stakeholders.

The metals that Freeport-McMoRan produces are essential to the world’s economies. Our 
metals are also critical to a rising standard of living on a global scale as population growth and 
urbanization continue. As we remain well positioned to respond to increased demand for our 
products, we do so with an eye toward delivering positive benefits to our many stakeholders.

We believe that effective community development requires openness and trust in working with 
our partners — local leaders, nongovernmental organizations, host governments and our own 
employees. Informed by robust local stakeholder engagement and guided by formal criteria, we 
have invested over $1 billion in local communities since 2007. These significant expenditures 
are part of our responsiveness to local issues and assist us in building strong partnerships with 
residents and host countries. Through our engagement activities, we know that consistent 
access to clean water is a critical concern to stakeholders near many of our operations and we 
are collaboratively working toward long-term solutions.

Our Cerro Verde operation plans to construct a waste water treatment plant for the city of 
Arequipa, Peru, should we proceed with plans for a large-scale expansion. This plant would 
improve regional water quality, enhance the value of local agricultural products and reduce 
waterborne illnesses, while providing water for an operational expansion in a region where clean 
water availability is so critical and where our mining operation is so economically important. This 
project follows on the recent significant development of an expandable water treatment facility 
that now provides local residents 24-hour access to potable water. 

In Chile, we have constructed a desalination plant that, together with the effluent from a recently 
constructed waste water treatment plant, will eliminate the need for water from a depleting 
aquifer for our operations. Importantly, this project afforded the opportunity to transfer potable 
quality water rights to the local water utility for residential uses. In the Democratic Republic of 
Congo and Indonesia we continue to install clean water wells for villages near our operations.

To maximize the opportunities mining can offer we continuously advance our sustainable 
development performance so that we can provide economic and social benefits and facilitate 
programs to help communities remain vibrant well after our operations cease. Whether the 
need be access to clean water or basic fundamental education, we have a role as a leading 
resource company that will last long into the future to be a significant contributor to sustainable 
development. 
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