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As the world’s largest 

manager of commercial 

buildings CBRE has both 

a responsibility and an 

opportunity to influence 

the way buildings are 

responsibly and sustainably 

managed. Accordingly, CBRE 

developed the Real Green 

Research Challenge, a four-

year, $1-million commitment 

to finding solutions to 

sustainability issues specific 

to the real estate industry.

Create. 
CBRE creates sustainability strategies for commercial property owners and occupiers around the 
globe and for operational excellence in our more than 300 offices worldwide. CBRE recognizes 
that a thoughtful approach to sustainability and its application to the built environment can 
create positive impact on our business, the communities in which we live and work, and the 
health of the planet.

CBRE was among the first commercial real estate services firms to offer a wide range of sustainable 
client solutions, including energy management, green leasing, and carbon/building assessment 
and certification. We also were among the first to commit to sustainability in our own operations.

Grow.
Over the past six years, we have grown our client service commitment significantly, including:

◗◗ managing the Leadership in Energy and Environmental Design (LEED) certification 
process of 201 buildings in our U.S. management portfolio; 

◗◗ benchmarking and registering nearly 1,400 buildings in the U.S. Environmental Protection 
Agency’s ENERGY STAR® program;

◗◗ engaging 722 MSF of our global management portfolio in Earth Hour 2012; and

◗◗ achieving 482 LEED Accredited Professionals and 534 Green Professionals globally.

In 2012 CBRE refined our corporate commitment by developing a new Environmental 
Sustainability Policy that focuses on 11 key areas of environmentally sound performance, 
including resource management, occupancy, communications and training, public policy, and 
procurement. The policy provides best practices, programs and benchmarks that strengthen 
CBRE’s own environmental commitment, reflect the best environmental practices we help clients 
adopt in their own real estate, and provide vital training and education to our professionals. 

Sustain.
As the world’s largest manager of commercial buildings CBRE has both a responsibility and an 
opportunity to influence the way buildings are responsibly and sustainably managed. In response 
to this leadership imperative, CBRE developed the Real Green Research Challenge, a four-year, 
$1-million commitment to uncovering meaningful solutions to climate change issues specific 
to the real estate industry. The Real Green Research Challenge is an academic and scientific 
competition through which we are funding research and development ideas for the real estate 
market and our managed portfolio. Potential focus areas include carbon mitigation, energy 
efficiency technologies, building rating systems and sustainable capital schemes, among others. 
A breakthrough in any one of these areas could transform our industry and have a significant, 
sustained impact on our clients and environment.
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