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BNSF is one of North 

America’s leading freight 

railroads operating on 

32,500 route miles of 

track in 28 states and two 

Canadian provinces. BNSF 

is a top transporter of 

consumer goods, agricultural 

products, low-sulfur coal and 

industrial goods. BNSF works 

to continuously improve the 

safety, service, energy and 

environmental benefits  

we provide to our customers 

and communities.

Rail transportation is critical to the economy, and it has significant environmental advantages 
over other forms of surface transportation. BNSF is working hard to build on those advantages 
for the benefit of our customers, the communities we serve and the economy. 

The efficiencies created by rail save American consumers billions of dollars each year, while 
reducing energy consumption, lowering greenhouse gas emissions and reducing highway 
congestion. 

In addition, America’s freight railroads generate nearly $265 billion in total annual economic 
activity and sustain 1.2 million jobs, including 184,000 in the industry itself. 

BNSF’s chief contribution to growth and sustainability is our ability to provide our customers 
with innovative options to ship their products more efficiently by rail. Rail is four times more 
fuel efficient than trucking, and in 2012, BNSF’s intermodal, automotive, industrial products and 
agricultural products customers reduced carbon dioxide emissions by about 30 million metric 
tons by moving freight via rail instead of over the road. This is equivalent to reducing the annual 
fuel consumption and resultant greenhouse gas emissions of more than 6 million passenger 
vehicles. 

We are always looking for improvements in technologies and processes that bring greater fuel 
efficiency, as well as a reduced carbon footprint. Since the beginning of 2000, BNSF has acquired 
more than 3,500 new locomotives that are more fuel efficient than the older locomotives they 
replaced. This effort has yielded one of the industry’s newest and most fuel-efficient fleets of 
road locomotives that are able to pull more freight with less fuel. 

According to the U.S. Department of Commerce, every dollar invested in rail systems returns 
three dollars to the American economy in terms of job creation, business efficiency gains and 
expansion opportunities. In 2012, BNSF invested $3.6 billion to improve our network, facilities 
and operations. For 2013, BNSF’s planned capital commitment program is a record $4.1 billion. 

At BNSF, we continue to look at new sources of clean, domestic energy by exploring innovative 
technologies like liquefied natural gas (LNG) fueled locomotives. We will begin testing LNG-
powered, long-haul locomotives in 2013. With a successful pilot and a positive regulatory 
environment, this could stand to be a transformational change for our railroad, the environment 
and energy security. 
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