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We need to support 

agricultural mechanization  

in Africa to create better 

food security.

At AGCO, we are committed to turning our vision of providing high-tech solutions for professional 
farmers feeding the world into reality. There are 7 billion people living on Earth today, and 
approximately 1 billion of them are suffering from hunger on a daily basis. Food security is by no 
means where it needs to be to face this challenge. In light of a growing global population and 
increasingly scarce resources, overall global farm productivity will need to improve drastically to 
meet the growing demand. 

Through our innovative technology, AGCO provides solutions to meet the world’s critical 
agricultural development challenges. In 2012 — a record year — net sales were approximately 
$10.0 billion, an increase of approximately 13.6 percent compared to 2011. Organic growth 
and margin improvement will remain our primary investment focus through new products and 
significant resources to enhance our presence in the Eastern European region, China and Africa. 

Africa can make a significant impact to global food security and development challenges. The 
continent has all of the necessary preconditions for contributing to a sufficient and sustainable 
food supply for the planet. The United Nations Food and Agriculture Organization has estimated 
that 15 percent of the world’s arable land lies in Africa, though 86 percent of that remains 
uncultivated. 

We need to support agricultural mechanization in Africa to create better food security. We know 
more modern mechanized farming techniques enhance productivity levels. Higher productivity 
and efficiency will help African countries become less dependent on imported crops, thus 
increasing the degree of self-sustainability. 

During 2012, we took strategic steps to support agriculture in Africa: 

◗◗ We opened a Global Learning Center and Future Farm in Zambia that allows local farmers 
and dealers to be trained on modern farming technology and learn about the latest 
farming practices. Farmers can benefit from a wide range of training classes and get access 
to professional farming equipment.

◗◗ We built a new Parts Distribution Center in Johannesburg to better serve customers in 
Sub-Saharan Africa and opened a regional office in Cape Town. 

◗◗ We established a joint venture operation with local partners in Algeria to manufacture 
tractors for the African market.

AGCO is among the global partner companies of the World Economic Forum and a proud member 
of the “New Vision for Agriculture” and the “Grow Africa” initiatives. During the “New Alliance 
for Food Security and Nutrition” conference at the G8 summit in May 2012, we pledged to invest 
$100 million in Africa over the coming years. Our investments will provide food security for all 
people in a socially and environmentally sustainable way while generating economic growth and 
opportunity.
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