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The theme of this year’s Sustainability Report, “Create, Grow, Sustain,” could not be more 
appropriate for ABB. In the past few years, the company has tripled our North American footprint 
through two major acquisitions (Baldor and Thomas & Betts) as well as organic growth. Our 
challenge now is to ensure ABB’s sustainability ethos and practices take root across this much 
larger organization.

That process begins with measurement, which is where we have put our focus. In 2012, for 
example, all of our Baldor facilities began reporting sustainability metrics such as waste 
generation, water use and energy use for the first time. Thomas & Betts will follow suit in 2013, 
which will more than triple our reporting over just a two-year period.

Armed with baseline metrics, we can then move on to the work of identifying opportunities to 
improve sustainability in these businesses as we have done elsewhere in the company. 

ABB has an ongoing goal of reducing energy use by 2.5 percent per employee per year, which the 
company met in 2011 (the most recent available data). We achieve this continuous improvement 
through a wide variety of projects, some of which are quite simple, such as installing a white 
roof on our Florence, SC, plant. This was actually a best practice first undertaken at our Alamo, 
TN, facility.

Energy-efficient lighting, rollup doors and optimized energy-management systems are just some 
of the other improvements ABB facilities have made in the past year. As a leading efficiency 
company, we’re also using our own products to realize energy savings, such as motors and drives 
in our Warminster, PA, instrumentation plant. 

Eventually we aim to have ISO 14001 or equivalent systems in place at all of our major facilities. 
All of these enhancements only matter, though, if we are able to verify the results, which is why 
data collection and reporting are so important. In the next two years we expect to identify even 
more opportunities for sustainability improvements at the more recent additions to the ABB 
family. 

Enrique Santacana
President and CEO

Measurement is the  

vital first step toward 

improving sustainability 

across any organization.
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