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Our nation’s energy security 

depends on maintaining  

a diverse fuel mix.  

We’re advocating for a 

national energy policy that 

provides a roadmap for how 

our country will generate 

and deliver electricity long 

term in a reliable, cost-

effective way and take full 

advantage of our nation’s 

vast indigenous resources.

At AEP, sustainability is a core business strategy that enhances our ability to safely generate and 
deliver reliable, affordable power for the benefit of our customers; fulfill our environmental and 
social commitments; and reward our shareholders. In 2012, we achieved a key measure of success 
when our employees completed the year with no fatalities and the best safety performance in 
company history.

We are transforming our fleet of power plants to meet the energy needs of the future. In 2012, 
we brought nearly 1,200 megawatts of new, highly efficient generation on line, including a 
combined-cycle natural gas plant and the first coal-fueled power plant in the United States to 
use advanced ultra-supercritical technology — placing it among the nation’s cleanest, most 
efficient coal plants.

The development of shale gas resources is a game changer for our industry and is providing an 
economic boom for much of AEP’s service territory. AEP’s natural gas consumption has increased 
approximately 130 percent since 2009. The amount of electricity we generate with natural gas 
will grow as we retire coal units in the coming years to meet new environmental regulations. We 
also will continue to rely on nuclear, wind, solar and hydroelectric generation as well as energy 
efficiency and demand response programs to meet our customers’ energy needs.

Our nation’s energy security depends on maintaining a diverse fuel mix. We’re advocating for 
a national energy policy that provides a roadmap for how our country will generate and deliver 
electricity long term in a reliable, cost-effective way and take full advantage of our nation’s vast 
indigenous resources.

The electric power industry needs to invest an estimated $2 trillion over the next 20 years to 
refurbish and replace existing infrastructure and build new facilities to meet the country’s future 
energy needs. These huge investments will require us to be as efficient as possible to minimize 
the impact of electricity price increases on customers.

To that end, we are deploying new smart-grid technologies to improve the efficiency and 
reliability of our system. Our transmission business is designing new, compact extra-high-voltage 
transmission lines and installing new “substations in a box,” which can be built in half the typical 
construction time to help meet the needs of fast-developing industries like oil and gas. 

At AEP, our focus remains on finding cleaner, more efficient ways to produce and deliver the 
safe, reliable and reasonably priced energy that powers our nation’s economy.
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