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For roughly three quarters 

of a century, we created 

and grew our truck fleet 

to run almost exclusively 

on petroleum, much of it 

foreign. Since then, we 

have worked to diversify to 

vehicles that run cleaner, 

cheaper and more efficiently 

on domestic energy and  

with less greenhouse gas 

tailpipe emissions.

The most widely recognized icon for UPS is probably our brown delivery truck, which is also a 
symbol of UPS’s progress in sustainability. 

UPS started green in 1907 with foot couriers and bicycles. Six years later, we bought a Model-T 
truck. For roughly three quarters of a century, we created and grew our truck fleet to run almost 
exclusively on petroleum, much of it foreign. Since then, we have worked to diversify to vehicles 
that run cleaner, cheaper and more efficiently on domestic energy and with less greenhouse gas 
tailpipe emissions. In a phrase, it’s a more sustainable fleet. We call it our “rolling laboratory.” As 
of January 2014, it numbered more than 3,150 vehicles worldwide operating on alternative fuels 
or stretching petroleum with hybrid or lighter-weight composite technology. 

In 2002, we started testing heavy 18-wheelers operating on liquid natural gas (LNG).

 By the end of 2014, we will have many more than 1,000. (Abroad, we have 19 operating on bio-
methane.) In 1989, we began using delivery trucks that run on compressed natural gas (CNG) 
and today have nearly 1,000. In fact, all our heavy truck purchases in 2014 will run on LNG or 
CNG. (We are also looking at methanol derived from natural gas in a dual-fuel configuration and 
at hydrogen fuel cells.)

Often it takes time to perfect the vehicle and the fuel. UPS began using propane-powered 
vehicles in Canada in the 1980s and today has nearly 900 there. We just announced in March that 
we will spend $68 million to buy 1,000 propane-powered trucks for the United States, including 
40 propane-fueling stations. 

Our current fleet of plug-in electric delivery trucks numbers 158 worldwide. UPS engineers are planning 
more affordable, longer-range electric delivery trucks to deploy in large numbers in the future. 

From another view, between 2000 and 2013, our rolling laboratory logged 350 million miles and 
our current goal for end-of-year 2017 is a billion miles. This fleet view does not even count our 
use of multimodal shipping, wherein we have relied upon rail since 1966, to move our packages. 
We are the largest corporate user of rail. 

We still use lots of petroleum in our vehicles, but we are moving steadily to diversify to more sustainable 
fuel sources and vehicles. Next time you see a brown delivery truck, think UPS sustainability.
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