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In 2013, we were one of only 

36 companies named a CDP 

Performance Leader.  

We earned a 95 out of 100  

for disclosure and were 

included in the A band for 

climate performance.

The Principal Financial Group® (The Principal®) is a global investment management leader. We 
create, grow and maintain sustainability solutions as part of our core value of integrity. 

During 2013, we made significant progress in several areas, including: 

◗◗ Advancing our energy goals. In 2011, we set a long-term goal of reducing energy use 
and our carbon footprint by 10 percent by the end of 2016. To date, we’ve already reduced 
carbon emissions by 11 percent and energy consumption by 10 percent. This equates to a 
savings of $490,000, mainly from no-cost energy conservation initiatives. 

◗◗ Improving our CDP ranking. We were one of only 36 companies named a CDP 
Performance Leader. We earned a 95 out of 100 for disclosure and were included in the A 
band for climate performance.

◗◗ Beginning our campus renovations with sustainability as a top priority. We began 
a multiyear renovation of our headquarters. Each component considers the environmental 
impact. For example:

o Recycling: To date, we’ve recycled an impressive 96 percent of the materials removed — 
metals, carpet, drywall, furniture and more. 

o Energy: We’re installing LED lights and updating our building automation system to 
minimize energy use. Also, we’re maximizing the use of natural light through the style of 
furniture we’ve selected. We anticipate an energy savings of 30–40 percent.

o Water: We’re using low-flow fixtures in restrooms and kitchenettes to help save water as 
well as using drought-resistant and native plants in our landscaping plans.

o Waste: Recycling and waste stations will be provided to encourage employee participation 
in reducing the amount of waste sent to the landfills. 

Commercial Real Estate 
Our commitment to environmental stewardship also plays out every day in our commercial real 
estate business. For example, Principal Real Estate Investors received a top ranking from the 2013 
Global Real Estate Sustainability Benchmark survey. The Principal Green Property Fund ranked 
number one among its peer group based on the environmental and social performance of the 
fund’s property portfolio. 

Last year, we also celebrated the opening of The Principal Riverwalk. It features lighted, 
landscaped public spaces, world-class public art, and unique pedestrian bridges and pathways, 
encouraging people to enjoy the natural habitat of the riverfront. 

These are just a few examples of how we’re creating a more sustainable future for our employees 
and the communities where we have a presence. 
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