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The successes that Pfizer celebrates most are those that reflect our purpose: innovate to bring 
therapies to patients that significantly improve their lives. As we strive to fulfill this purpose 
every day, we are mindful that the goal of advancing health includes being deeply engaged in the 
communities in which we work, live and provide our products. 

Pfizer’s environmental stewardship and “green journey” is marked by a sustainability program with 
four key components: optimizing processes to reduce our environmental footprint; responding to 
our customers’ demands for innovative, sustainable packaging designs and materials; expanding 
sustainability efforts across our manufacturing supply chain; and performing targeted product 
life-cycle assessments and carbon footprint studies to increase our understanding of our impact 
on the environment.

Colleagues worldwide have embraced Pfizer’s “green journey.” Through our efforts over a four-
year span (2010–2013), Pfizer reduced our greenhouse gas emissions by 19 percent, waste 
generation by 5 percent, and water withdrawal by 18 percent.

As Pfizer scientists and researchers discover, develop and bring to market important new 
medicines, they seek innovative ways to apply “green chemistry” principles by using raw materials 
more efficiently, eliminating waste and avoiding use of toxic solvents where possible. For example, 
one of our branded products has been reformulated using biocatalysis, a process whereby natural 
catalysts enable chemical transformations of organic compounds. This new process yields an 80 
percent life-cycle reduction of carbon dioxide emissions; based on projected sales, this is the 
equivalent of 500,000 cars being taken off the road for a year.

In 2013, Pfizer’s Executive Leadership Team endorsed the company’s 2020 environmental 
sustainability public goals. Compared with a 2012 baseline, Pfizer plans to reduce greenhouse 
gas emissions by 20 percent, the amount of waste disposed by 15 percent and water use by 5 
percent. Next year, we will announce additional targets with the potential to drive meaningful 
environmental improvements across our supply chain. 

Pfizer’s environmental sustainability program complements our focus on developing new 
therapies, driving growth and delivering value. We understand that earning society’s trust is 
essential to our company — that to continue to develop medicines that make people’s lives 
better, we must fulfill our stakeholder commitments, be accountable for conducting business 
responsibly, and create and sustain deep connections with all those who are touched by our work.
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