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ITC has long regarded environmental sustainability as integral to our operations as we pursue our 
vision of modernizing America’s power grid. From planning our projects with the best interest of 
the environment in mind to recycling at our facilities, ITC focuses on sustainability efforts that set 
a positive example for other businesses and the communities we serve.

As the nation’s leading independent electric transmission company, we are committed to the safe, 
effective and responsible management of materials, properties and emissions in ways that are 
both responsible and environmentally sound. Reduction of waste is one example of these efforts, 
which extends from our field operations to our facilities and employees.

Field operations
In the field, improving the high-voltage power transmission system can present a challenge in how 
we handle decommissioned equipment and infrastructure that is being replaced and upgraded. 
ITC decommissioned 6.2 million pounds of equipment from the electric transmission network 
last year, including circuit breakers, transformers and other metals. That’s equal to a fleet of 280 
school buses worth of metal. Disposal of these materials is handled in a way that keeps useable 
resources out of the landfill and encourages recycling. These efforts support our ISO-14001-
based Environmental Management System.

Greener facilities
Related waste reduction efforts are under way at several ITC facilities. By removing wood, 
cardboard, paper and plastic from the general waste streams and recycling these materials, we 
have reduced the average volume of material sent from our warehouses to landfills by 50 percent 
over the past two years. At two warehouses, we now compact and send waste that cannot be 
recycled to energy recovery facilities, converting what trash remains into electricity.

Employee engagement
Employees at our corporate headquarters in Novi, Michigan, have embraced their own waste 
reduction effort. An audit conducted by the ITC Green Team showed that about 55 percent of the 
waste generated onsite — much of which could be recycled — was going to a landfill. The audit 
led to the creation of a program to achieve zero landfill in the building by 2016. We strategically 
installed recycling stations and signage around the building to make recycling easier and will 
incorporate composting of food waste and a waste-to-energy stream to achieve the ultimate goal. 

With a strong sense of corporate responsibility, ITC will continually improve our environmental 
performance as we work to build a 21st century power grid as the foundation for a more 
competitive America.

Joseph L. Welch
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