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Grainger’s industry leadership 

extends to our commitment 

to sustainability and doing 

business the right way. We 

strive to create opportunities 

to operate more efficiently, 

grow in an environmentally 

responsible way, and sustain 

best practices in our business 

and with our customers.

As North America’s leading broad-line supplier of maintenance, repair and operating products, 
Grainger helps businesses and institutions keep their facilities operating and their employees safe. 
Grainger’s industry leadership extends to our commitment to sustainability and doing business the 
right way. We strive to create opportunities to operate more efficiently, grow in an environmentally 
responsible way, and sustain best practices in our business and with our customers.

To operate more efficiently, Grainger prioritizes energy management and recycling initiatives in 
areas of the business where the greatest impact can be achieved, such as our largest distribution 
facilities. Our newest distribution centers in Illinois, California and Monterrey, Mexico, operate 
high-efficiency building management systems. We recently installed a one-megawatt solar panel 
system at our San Francisco distribution center, which generates more than 30 percent of the 
facility’s electrical load. In 2013, Grainger’s U.S. distribution centers recycled more than 2,500 
tons of cardboard, plastic wrap and metal.

Grainger is committed to growing in an environmentally friendly way by ensuring that major new 
construction projects are built to Leadership in Energy and Environmental Design (LEED) 
standards. Grainger was the first industrial distributor to have a LEED-certified facility, and today 
we operate 16 LEED-certified buildings in North America totaling more than 3.7 million square 
feet. We are currently partnering with the U.S. Green Building Council to help determine criteria 
for a new LEED certification specifically for data centers.

As the company grows, we are also expanding our CDP reporting beyond our core U.S. business 
to include our operations in Canada and Mexico. Grainger was the first industrial distributor to 
publicly disclose our carbon footprint through the CDP and we use the disclosure as a guide to 
develop and sustain best practices in the business.

Our commitment to sustainability extends to the customers we serve. With more than 33,000 
environmentally preferable products in our offering, Grainger helps customers drive efficient 
and sustainable practices in their operations. We partner with our broad network of suppliers to 
continually bring innovative products and services that help customers manage their facilities-
maintenance needs in an environmentally friendly manner.

Bringing our commitment to service and operating responsibly into our local communities are 
more than 23,000 dedicated Grainger team members. We are proud of our progress and resolute 
in our responsibility to ensure that future generations benefit from the work we do today. 
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