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We face many environmental 

sustainability challenges. 

However, I believe that 

working together with 

our stakeholders — 

suppliers, customers and 

peer companies — we 

can successfully turn 

these challenges into 

opportunities.

At Covidien, our commitment to a healthy world continues. 

Through the hard work of Covidien’s employees around the world, we continue to meet our goals 
of reducing energy usage and the generation of waste. Since the introduction of our waste policy 
in 2010, we have seen a reduction of 17 percent in total waste generated and a proportional 
increase of total waste that is recycled. As a U.S. Environmental Protection Agency ENERGY 
STAR® Partner, we continue to consume less energy, which helps lower our carbon footprint. 

There are environmental and human-health impacts for any company that operates as part of the 
health care value chain, including Covidien. While we take our commitment to minimizing those 
impacts seriously, I believe there is more we can do.

Environmental considerations continue to play an ever-increasing role in Covidien’s product-
development process and we are actively researching the life-cycle impact of both existing and 
new products. The launch of our iDriveTMUltra powered stapling system is a specific example of 
this environmental orientation. It provides a fully powered, reusable alternative to disposable 
stapling handles currently used for a variety of surgical procedures.

A comparative life-cycle carbon footprint study, which encompassed the entire product life cycle, 
showed that impacts from the iDrive™Ultra (with and without the inclusion of disposable staple 
reloads) were notably lower in all cases than those associated with single-use staplers. This study 
will help us identify areas of opportunity to further reduce the carbon footprint of this product. 

Taking measures to reduce product packaging while maintaining product integrity is another 
example of how Covidien can improve our own sustainability performance and that of our 
customers. 

Responding to customer feedback, we combined two products from our Respiratory and 
Monitoring Solutions portfolio — TaperGuardTM and Stylet — into one package. This repackaging 
is expected to reduce waste by more than 22,000 pounds by 2015.

We face many environmental sustainability challenges. However, I believe that working together 
with our stakeholders — suppliers, customers and peer companies — we can successfully turn 
these challenges into opportunities.
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