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Our products offer real 

solutions. With sustainability 

and science going hand-

in-hand, we will continue 

the systematic development 

of our innovative portfolio 

to improve the quality of 

people’s lives in  

the face of increasing  

global challenges.

This year’s theme, “Celebrating Success,” is very fitting, as we have just celebrated our anniversary 
at Bayer — 150 years of innovations. We can proudly say that sustainability has been and will 
continue to be a crucial cornerstone of our success as we create, grow and sustain innovations 
that help or even save millions of people around the world every year.

Bayer’s focus is on health care, agriculture and high-tech materials. Our mission, “Bayer: 
Science For A Better Life,” motivates us daily to remain a world-class innovation company. Our 
commitment to sustainability is a big part of gaining societal acceptance and appreciation for 
our innovations, which give us our license to operate. Bayer has numerous examples of how a 
sustainable orientation in portfolio and business practices helps to overcome some of the great 
challenges of our time.

One challenge is the growing world population, which means an increasing need for medical 
treatments. For example, one person in seven suffers from one or more neglected tropical diseases 
(NTDs). Each year, NTDs kill or disable millions of people, primarily in tropical and subtropical 
areas. They also hinder economic productivity by limiting the ability of infected individuals to 
work. As a partner of the London Declaration, Bayer has pledged to improve the lives of the 1.4 
billion people worldwide affected by NTDs, most of whom are among the world’s poorest. Our 
efforts are dedicated to capacity-building efforts and medicine donations programs.

We also need to produce more food worldwide — by 2050, 9 billion people are expected to 
inhabit the Earth. But huge amounts of crops are destroyed every year by diseases like the 
bacterial leaf blight, which is a great concern for rice farmers across Asia. It causes billions of rice 
seedlings to wilt. In India alone it destroys up to 80 percent of the crop and affects 6–7 million 
hectares during severe outbreaks. The effects on farmers and their families can be catastrophic. 
Bayer has developed a revolutionary rice hybrid, which offers native resistance and higher yields, 
allowing farmers to be confident about feeding their families and generating surplus for sale.

Innovations such as these are Bayer’s driving force and the basis for our success. Our products 
offer real solutions. With sustainability and science going hand-in-hand, we will continue the 
systematic development of our innovative portfolio to improve the quality of people’s lives in  
the face of increasing global challenges.
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