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Abbott has a long record 

of making responsible 

and sustainable business 

practices integral to the way 

we operate. It begins with 

the way we research, design, 

manufacture and distribute 

our products and extends 

to the many ways that our 

business helps build a healthy 

and thriving society.

In 2013, Abbott achieved two significant milestones: We marked our 125th anniversary and 
became a new company with our former research-based pharmaceutical business separating into 
a new company, AbbVie. Both of these milestones speak to our longstanding commitment to 
sustainability and to our constant focus on reinventing Abbott in new ways to attain new levels 
of achievement in the years ahead. 

As a new company with a 125-year legacy, Abbott also has new opportunities before us to build 
upon and strengthen our long record of making responsible and sustainable business practices 
integral to the way we operate. It begins with the way we research, design, manufacture and 
distribute our products and extends to the many ways that our business helps build a healthy and 
thriving society. 

A fundamental part of this work is our commitment to a healthy environment. We work to 
constantly reduce our environmental impact to protect the planet while also strengthening our 
business by improving efficiency and reducing costs. 

Our environmental work is guided by three priorities: climate change, water conservation and 
product stewardship. Across these areas, we set challenging goals and implement focused and 
innovative companywide initiatives to meet them. A few examples of our recent progress:

◗◗ Fourteen of our manufacturing and two non-manufacturing facilities now send zero waste 
to landfill, which has helped drive progress toward our goals of reducing total waste and 
greenhouse gas emissions. 

◗◗ By switching to cleaner energy sources, improving efficiency and other continuous-
improvement initiatives, we’ve reduced carbon dioxide emissions by 21 percent since 2010, 
with the goal of achieving a 40 percent reduction by 2020.

◗◗ Across our global operations, we’ve reduced our water intake by 18 percent since 2010, 
and we’re working to reach a 30 percent reduction by 2020.

Our commitment to responsible environmental and business practices was recognized for the 
ninth consecutive year by the Dow Jones Sustainability Index, one of the most prestigious 
benchmarks for global corporate sustainability. In 2013, we were named the health care industry 
group leader, securing the highest scores in economic, social and environmental performance.

These are just a few examples demonstrating our broad commitment to sustainability — of our 
environment and resources, of the communities we are part of, and of our company, for all the 
people who depend on it. We look forward to sharing our continued progress with you in the 
years to come. 
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