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Grainger’s commitment to 

corporate social responsibility 

is an extension of who we 

serve and how we operate.

As North America’s leading broad line supplier of maintenance, repair and operating products, 
Grainger helps businesses and institutions keep their facilities operating and their employees 
safe. Our customers count on us to provide them what they need to get their jobs done, and we 
are committed to being here to serve them now and long into the future. It is this responsibility 
to the long term that is the foundation of Grainger’s commitment to sustainability.

In 2014, Grainger set our first environmental target to reduce our scope 1 and scope 2 greenhouse 
gas emissions intensity in North America by 33 percent per unit revenue from 2011 to 2020. 
Grainger continues to publicly disclose our carbon footprint annually through the CDP, and in 
2014 we expanded our disclosure to include three additional scope 3 emissions categories.

Grainger is committed to growing in an environmentally friendly way by ensuring that our major 
new construction projects are built to Leadership in Energy and Environmental Design (LEED) 
specifications. We currently operate 18 LEED-certified buildings totaling more than 3.6 million 
square feet, including our new data center, which last year was the first data center to be certified 
by the new LEED v4 standard. 

One of our ongoing focus areas is improving energy efficiency at our distribution centers. The 
majority of these facilities now include building-management systems that coordinate and 
manage mechanical and electrical equipment for maximum efficiency, saving an average of  
10 to 15 percent in energy consumption per building. Additionally, Grainger currently operates 
four megawatts of solar capacity between our distribution centers in New Jersey and California, 
which represents 3.1 percent of our annual electricity consumption in the United States. 

With more than 50,000 environmentally preferable products in our offering, Grainger also helps 
customers drive efficient and sustainable practices in their operations. We partner with our 
suppliers to continually bring innovative products and services that help customers maintain 
sustainable facilities through energy management, water conservation, waste reduction and  
air-quality improvement.

Grainger’s commitment to corporate social responsibility is an extension of who we serve and how 
we operate. We are proud of our progress and resolute in our responsibility to ensure that future 
generations benefit from the work we do today. 

James T. Ryan
Chairman, President and Chief Executive Officer
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