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In 2014, The Principal 

achieved LEED Gold Existing 

Buildings Operations + 

Maintenance certification for 

our child development center.

The Principal Financial Group® is a global investment management leader. We create, grow and 
maintain sustainability solutions as part of our core value of integrity.

During 2014, we made significant progress in several areas: 

◗◗ Advancing our climate change goals. In 2011, we set a long-term goal of reducing energy 
use and our carbon footprint by 10 percent by the end of 2016. To date, we’ve already reduced 
carbon emissions by more than 13 percent and energy consumption by 10 percent. 

◗◗ Improving our CDP ranking. We were one of only 34 companies named a CDP Performance 
Leader and one of 63 companies named a CDP Disclosure Leader. We earned a 99 out of 100 
for disclosure and were included in the “A” band for climate performance.

◗◗ Achieving Leadership in Energy and Environmental Design (LEED) certification for 
our child development center. When first built, our child development center was awarded 
LEED Gold New Construction. Last year, we showcased our continuous improvement in 
operational efficiency and achieved LEED Gold Existing Buildings Operations + Maintenance.

◗◗ Boosting recycling efforts. Our enhanced recycling program includes new containers, better 
signage, more effective communications, and improved processes for greater consistency and 
increased landfill diversion across our campus. We currently divert more than 70 percent of 
ongoing waste from landfills.

◗◗ Continuing our campus renovations with sustainability as a top priority. Each 
component of the multiyear renovation of our headquarters considers the environmental 
impact:

o Recycling. To date, we’ve recycled more than 90 percent of the materials removed — 
metals, carpet, drywall, furniture, etc. 

o Energy. The first building to be renovated was designed to earn an ENERGY STAR® design 
score of 94.

o LEED. Our headquarters building was designed to achieve LEED New Construction.

Commercial Real Estate 
Principal Real Estate Investors, our dedicated real estate group, has a long-standing commitment 
to corporate stewardship and an established track record in responsible property investing. In 
2014, this group received the Green Star designation for three funds from the Global Real Estate 
Sustainability Benchmark Survey and was cited by Commercial Property Executive as being among 
the greenest U.S. real estate companies. 

Look Ahead
As we continue to improve our operations, we’re developing the framework for our next long-term 
sustainability goals, focusing on energy efficiency, carbon footprint reduction, water efficiency, 
waste and recycling, and environmentally preferable purchasing.

These are just a few ways in which we’re creating a more sustainable future for our employees and 
the communities where we have a presence. 

Larry Zimpleman
Chairman and Chief Executive Officer
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