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The United States is proof 

that today’s high-efficiency 

controls at coal-fueled 

plants can drive major 

environmental improvements. 

Since 1970, coal used for 

electricity has increased more 

than 170 percent, as GDP 

more than doubled and key 

emissions per kilowatt hour 

decreased 90 percent.

During a time when much of the global conversation is centered on energy policy, economic 
growth and environmental advancement, Peabody Energy believes that there are three key 
approaches to what many nations have embraced as a solution to meet these objectives — 21st 
Century Coal. 

Sustainable Mining
21st Century Coal mining operations demand an intense focus on operational excellence. 
Everything matters — from a commitment to safety to restoring the land for generations to 
follow. 

Safety is a core value and way of life at Peabody and is supported by our systems, standards, 
training and risk management programs. We also work to continually improve productivity and 
resource recovery through enhanced mining and extraction methods and are focused on land 
restoration and supporting the communities where we do business. 

The ability to maximize recovery of resources is also important in modern mining. Production 
both above and below ground is optimized using multiple mining methods, and Peabody typically 
recovers 90 to 96 percent of mined coal seams in open-cut mining. 

Energy Access
We believe that energy poverty is one of the world’s biggest human and environmental crises. 
Energy is essential to a better, longer life, bringing improvements in health and longevity and 
in economic growth. The lack of electricity prevents refrigeration of medicines and vaccines, 
sterilization of medical tools, and sanitization of water. 

We believe that coal is one of the keys to increasing access to electricity and improving human health 
and welfare. Not only does energy use increase longevity, but it also drives global economic growth. 
There is a clear correlation between expanding coal use and growing economies. Since 1970, coal use 
has increased 353 percent with a similar increase in world gross domestic product (GDP). 

Clean Coal Solutions
The world’s environmental goals — including clean water, electricity for health and lower 
carbon emissions — can be met through today’s advanced coal technology. The United States is 
proof that today’s high-efficiency controls at coal-fueled plants can drive major environmental 
improvements. Since 1970, coal used for electricity has increased more than 170 percent, as GDP 
more than doubled and key emissions per kilowatt hour decreased 90 percent.

All of us share the same basic desire to make the world cleaner, healthier and more energy secure. 
And while we need all forms of energy to address global energy needs, 21st Century Coal is 
essential to increasing access to low-cost electricity while using today’s advanced technologies 
to improve emissions. 

Coal is the only affordable fuel, at scale, to meet global energy demands, and we are proud to play 
an essential role in expanding energy access, enabling longer healthier lives and strengthening 
economies around the world.
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