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Through proper vegetation 

management and creative 

partnerships, high-voltage 

electric transmission corridors 

can serve as stable natural 

greenways serving native 

plants and animals.

As we are an owner and operator of the high-voltage power grid covering most or parts of seven 
states, safety and reliability are of paramount concern to us. Fulfilling this responsibility in a way 
that grows and sustains the natural environment around our structures is integrated into our 
business practices.

The transmission of electricity from power generating sources to substations serving local 
businesses and communities involves thousands of miles of towers and wire along interconnected 
corridors of land. Through proper vegetation management and creative partnerships, these 
transmission corridors can serve as stable natural greenways hosting native plants and animals 
and recreational opportunities.

Here are a few examples of sustainable environmental practices in ITC’s transmission corridors

◗◗ Planting native grasses in three electric transmission line corridors in the Cedar Rapids area 
in late 2014 to help restore a dwindling Iowa resource — native prairie lands. ITC’s plantings 
cover about 42 acres and feature native grasses, wildflowers and broadleaf native plants.  
Well-established prairie grasses will help prevent various kinds of invasive trees from taking 
root and growing into the power lines, potentially threatening electric reliability;

◗◗ Collaborating with Stony Creek Metropark, a 4,500-acre multi-use recreational park north of 
Detroit, to manage wildlife habitat in ITC’s transmission corridor passing through the park. A 
vegetation management plan developed in 2010 focuses on the removal of invasive woody 
and herbaceous species and the re-establishment and seeding of native prairie grasses and 
wildflowers. Removing invasive plants eliminates competition for space, water and food and 
also encourages the establishment of native species to increase biodiversity in the area. We 
are proud that the Stony Creek project is among 10 ITC environmental conservation efforts 
certified by the national Wildlife Habitat Council. The council promotes and certifies habitat 
conservation and management on corporate lands through partnerships and education; and

◗◗ Partnering with The Nature Conservancy in a multiyear effort to restore Lakeplain prairie 
lands in southeast Michigan, including some found along ITC transmission line corridors. 
Restoration involves eliminating invasive plant species that crowd out the original prairie and 
are detrimental to wildlife. This effort, which began in 2013, helps restore ecosystem functions; 
improve and increase habitat for rare insects, plants and animals; and increase flora and fauna 
diversity.

Through resourceful partnerships and sound vegetation management practices, ITC will continue 
to grow and sustain natural environments while maintaining safe and reliable electric transmission 
service for customers.
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