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Over the years, First Solar’s 

utility-scale power plants 

have led the way in driving 

down the cost and ensuring 

the reliability of solar 

electricity, enabling the global 

transition to renewables. 

Solar has evolved into a 

valued component of the 

global generation portfolio in 

terms of cost competitiveness 

and energy yield.

Since 1999, First Solar has been creating enduring value by delivering clean, affordable and 
reliable solar photovoltaic (PV) energy solutions that enhance the environment and everyday lives 
of people around the world. In January 2015, we celebrated a significant milestone — becoming 
the first thin film PV company to have 10 gigawatts (GW) of modules installed worldwide. First 
Solar’s 10 GW of installed capacity produces enough clean electricity annually to power 5 million 
average households and displace 7 million metric tons of carbon dioxide based on worldwide 
averages.

Over the years, First Solar’s utility-scale power plants have led the way in driving down the 
cost and ensuring the reliability of solar electricity, enabling the global transition to renewables. 
According to the U.S. Federal Energy Regulatory Commission, renewables provided approximately 
50 percent of new electricity generating capacity in 2014 — 34 times more than coal, nuclear and 
oil combined. Solar has evolved into a valued component of the global generation portfolio, able 
to hold its own in terms of cost competitiveness and energy yield. 

In addition to utility-scale generation, we are developing solutions for some of the world’s 
most pressing energy challenges: hybrid power plant solutions that reduce fuel consumption;  
off-grid energy access solutions that can address the needs of the 1.3 billion people living 
without electricity; and distributed generation solutions for residential, commercial and industrial 
customers.

Our recent partnership with Clean Energy Collective, the nation’s leading community solar provider, 
will enable us to develop community solar solutions for residential customers and businesses. 
Community solar benefits from economies of scale and provides customers with a compelling 
solar product without physical constraints on their home or lease agreement. Community solar 
solutions give everyone a way to go green. 

First Solar has been at the forefront of innovation in the solar industry, investing more than 
$100 million in R&D, implementing aggressive cost and efficiency roadmaps, and developing PV 
technology with superior environmental life cycle benefits. With the smallest carbon footprint, 
lowest life-cycle water use and fastest energy payback time in the industry, First Solar thin film 
modules are the leading eco-efficient PV technology, generating more energy with the lowest 
environmental impact per kilowatt hour. In addition to addressing energy security, climate change 
and water scarcity, First Solar energy solutions are delivering competitive, accessible and reliable 
solar electricity globally.
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