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We’ve put in place new 

goals through 2020 

to further reduce our 

environmental impacts. 

We’re targeting another 

20 percent improvement 

in energy efficiency with a 

corresponding 20 percent 

reduction in GHG emissions, a 

20 percent improvement  

in waste efficiency, and a  

15 percent absolute reduction 

in phosphorus emissions.

When Colonel Eli Lilly founded our company in 1876, he set a clear precedent for serving 
communities and operating responsibly. Today, this remains an integral part of our brand promise: 
Lilly unites caring with discovery to make life better for people around the world. This 
promise includes fostering environmental sustainability, because we believe there’s a strong 
relationship between a healthy environment and healthy people. 

The way we operate our business today will have a long-lasting impact. We subscribe to the 
concept of the triple bottom line: that society, the environment, and business all benefit when 
each element is strong. That’s why we’re committed to reducing our environmental footprint. 

Our previous environmental goals included: 

◗◗ Energy and greenhouse gas (GHG) emissions — 15 percent improvement. Since 2007, 
we’ve improved energy efficiency by more than 17 percent and reduced GHG emissions by 
more than 16 percent (per square foot of facility space). At our facility in Branchburg, N.J., our 
new 40-acre solar array will generate 12.6 million kilowatt hours of electrical energy per year. 
This is roughly equal to the electricity used by 1,500 homes and avoids 3,900 metric tons of 
carbon dioxide emissions annually. 

◗◗ Water intake — 25 percent reduction. We’ve reduced water intake by about 35 percent 
over the past 7 years. Our reduction of 6.6 billion liters over the goal period would fill nearly 
13,000 Olympic-sized swimming pools. 

◗◗ Waste to landfill — 40 percent reduction. Our waste to landfill has been reduced by more 
than 73 percent from 2007 to 2013. This equals the amount of waste that would fill about 
2,300 garbage trucks. 

By reducing our waste, energy, and water use, we’ve saved more than $200 million over the past 
7 years. Conserving resources is good for the environment, our business, and the communities in 
which we live and work. 

We’ve put in place new goals through 2020 to further reduce our environmental impacts. We’re 
targeting another 20 percent improvement in energy efficiency with a corresponding 20 percent 
reduction in GHG emissions, a 20 percent improvement in waste efficiency, and a 15 percent 
absolute reduction in phosphorus emissions. 

We share our goals and performance with independent, internationally recognized agencies like 
the United Nations Global Compact, CDP, and UK Carbon Trust. We look forward to using our 
partnership with Business Roundtable to share and take advantage of best practices. 

John C. Lechleiter, Ph.D.
Chairman, President, and Chief Executive Officer
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