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We’re proud of our success 

reducing our environmental 

footprint, keeping employees 

safe, and improving our 

communities. Still, we  

know our efforts will never  

be complete — we will  

always challenge ourselves  

to do more.

John Deere’s concern for the environment and our employees, customers, and communities is 
reflected in everything we do. 

In 2014, we made progress toward our aggressive 2018 eco-efficiency goals aimed at reducing 
energy and water use, curbing greenhouse gas emissions, and increasing the percentage of waste 
material we recycle. Two examples: 

◗◗ A new solar energy system began providing approximately 10 percent of the power required 
by our manufacturing and parts distribution facilities in Bruchsal, Germany. Some 6,500 solar 
modules convert solar energy into as much as 1.6 gigawatt hours of electrical power and help 
reduce carbon dioxide emissions by approximately 1,000 tons annually. 

◗◗ A new building at our factory near Des Moines, Iowa, incorporates concepts that will reduce 
energy consumption by 25 percent. The facility also has a retention pond for storm water 
control; a chemical containment process; and berms to minimize the effect that factory noise, 
light, and appearance can have on nearby properties. 

We are also designing John Deere products to minimize the environmental impact throughout 
their life cycles. For example: 

◗◗ Our new L-Series Skidders’ continuously variable transmission enables constant engine speed, 
which along with features such as auto idle and auto shutdown, extends component life and 
reduces fuel consumption, noise, and engine wear.

◗◗ The John Deere ZTrak™ Z925M mower with electronic fuel injection (EFI) provides up to  
25 percent fuel savings. The EFI responds to the load on the engine with the right amount of 
fuel, delivering maximum fuel efficiency. In addition, certain ZTrak models have been designed 
to operate on alternative or bio-based fuels, including models that can use biodiesel, propane, 
or ethanol blends up to E-85.

Responsible citizenship is also reflected in efforts to protect the well-being of our employees. We 
extended our exemplary safety record in 2014 with more than half of our locations reporting zero 
lost-time incidents. Recordable incidents and those resulting in time away from work declined to 
all-time lows. 

Furthermore, our support of citizenship activities — such as reducing world hunger, improving 
educational opportunities, and developing communities — increased significantly in 2014, and 
record numbers of our employees volunteered around the globe. 

We’re proud of our success reducing our environmental footprint, keeping employees safe, and 
improving our communities. Still, we know our efforts will never be complete — we will always 
challenge ourselves to do more.

Samuel R. Allen 
Chairman and Chief Executive Officer

www.JohnDeere.com

www.brt.org/sustainability

Create, Grow, Sustain: Leading by Example              BUSINESS ROUNDTABLE 
 2015 SUSTAINABILITY REPORT

http://www.JohnDeere.com
http://www.brt.org/sustainability

