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By optimizing the water used 

in pretreatment filtration, 

DaVita has reduced water 

consumption in clinics by 30 

percent per treatment from 

the 2010 baseline, surpassing 

our goal of a 10 percent 

reduction by the end of 2015.

At DaVita Kidney Care, we believe in operating both effectively and responsibly in our more 
than 2,170 dialysis centers and business offices. While we will never compromise patient care 
in our pursuit to be better stewards of the environment, as a united community we seek to find 
innovative solutions to reduce our impact while setting the standard for sustainable health care.

In 2010, we formalized our commitment to environmental stewardship by setting five sustainability 
goals, and we have implemented new programs and business practices to achieve them. One of 
the process innovations relates to increasing the efficiency of the water used for hemodialysis, 
an extremely water-intensive process. By optimizing the water used in pretreatment filtration, 
DaVita has reduced water consumption in clinics by 30 percent per treatment from the 2010 
baseline, surpassing our goal of a 10 percent reduction by the end of 2015. 

In 2014, DaVita launched a building management systems pilot in 150 clinics in the northwestern 
United States. The goal is to increase patient and teammate (employee) comfort while reducing 
energy consumption through improvements in temperature controls and set points. DaVita 
anticipates at least a 10 percent reduction in energy consumption and intends to expand these 
systems to the rest of the country in 2015 (in facilities where applicable).

We are also focused on selecting environmentally preferable materials in our new construction 
and in renovating clinics. Our new dialysis center design leverages solar shades, light shelves, 
daylight systems, LED lighting, energy-efficient HVAC systems, and sustainably produced and 
procured floor and ceiling finishes.

Refurbishing dialysis machine parts diverted more than 147,000 pounds of waste from landfills in 
2013. In 2014, we recycled more than 4,200 cellular devices in partnership with Cellular Recycler 
and Verizon, generating $110,000 in donations to DaVita Village Trust, a nonprofit seeking to 
improve global community health through education, prevention and treatment. 

We could not sustain our programs without the dedication and passion of our more than 1,100 
Green Champions across the country. We also launched the first-ever annual Earth Day service 
event, with teammates across the nation contributing 3,200 volunteer hours to environmental 
service projects in their local communities around Earth Day 2014. 

We are working diligently to achieve our 2015 Environmental Goals to reduce energy, water and 
paper and to increase education and environmentally responsible procurement. These goals have 
inspired collaboration, change and innovation as we aim to lessen our footprint while maintaining 
— and improving — our patients’ quality of care. 

Kent J. Thiry
Chairman and Chief Executive Officer
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