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BNSF’s investment in  

our network, more than  

$47 billion since 2000,  

is a testament to our strong 

and long-term commitment 

to running a safe, efficient 

and reliable railroad while 

ensuring a sustainable and 

resilient company.

At BNSF Railway Company, we are proud of our part in moving North America’s freight by rail, 
the most sustainable mode of land freight transport. BNSF’s improvements in fuel efficiency have 
resulted in the ability to move one ton of freight, on average, almost 500 miles on a single gallon 
of diesel fuel. Every year, BNSF trains reduce our customers’ emissions by more than 32 million 
metric tons of carbon dioxide equivalent emissions when compared to over-the-road options. 

Ensuring the safety of our employees and of our operations in the communities we serve is also 
a central tenet of our business. In fact, 2014 was a record year for us in many areas of safety, 
including the lowest number of employee injuries and substantive decreases in the number of 
derailments and hazardous material releases.

In 2014, we issued our first sustainability report based on the Global Reporting Initiative’s G4 
guidelines, which addressed material issues important to our stakeholders and business. Future 
reports will continue to look at how we pursue opportunities to develop, test and deploy 
technologies that result in even more sustainable freight transport. 

We continually strive to reduce impacts on the environment. Some of our efficiency and innovation 
efforts include: 

◗◗ Having the newest and cleanest locomotive fleet in the nation means BNSF can use less fuel 
and produce fewer greenhouse gas emissions, particulates and nitrogen oxides;

◗◗ Using automated gates at 10 intermodal facilities to minimize truck-idling time and reduce air 
emissions by an average of 50 percent;

◗◗ Being the first U.S. rail carrier to use wide-span electric cranes that produce zero carbon 
emissions onsite and reduce the number of trucks needed to move containers within a rail yard; 

◗◗ Installing automatic engine start/stop devices on more than 93 percent of our locomotives 
and reducing annual fuel usage by about 8,000 gallons for each locomotive equipped with 
this technology; and 

◗◗ Being an industry leader in R&D, including Positive Train Control and liquefied natural gas 
locomotives. 

It is critically important for us to maintain and improve our infrastructure, expand our capacity 
and invest in our network in order to meet our country’s freight rail transportation demand. 
BNSF’s investment in our network, more than $47 billion since 2000, is a testament to our strong 
and long-term commitment to running a safe, efficient and reliable railroad while ensuring a 
sustainable and resilient company.
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