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Our purpose at Abbott is to help people live the best lives they can through better health. We 
primarily do this, of course, through the products we develop and bring to people around the 
world. We pursue this same mission through all of our actions as a company. The title of this 
report, Create, Grow, Sustain, nicely captures both the philosophy of our business and the results 
we strive to deliver. 

First, we create products for people of all ages — in nutrition, diagnostics, pharmaceuticals 
and medical devices — to help them live healthier, fuller lives. We’re committed to advancing 
both health and health care through continual innovation of new and better technologies 
and solutions. Last year, this included the introduction of breakthrough products in glucose 
monitoring and infectious-disease testing, and advances in cataract treatment, in vascular stents, 
and in nutrition targeted to meet specific needs and preferences.

Second, we’re growing our company — and the benefits it delivers — around the world. Today, 
approximately 50 percent of our sales come from faster-growing economies — countries where 
billions of people are gaining unprecedented access to care. In 2014, we built new manufacturing 
facilities in India and China to serve growing demand in these countries and to help build local 
economies.

And third, recognizing that human health is inextricably linked to the health of our planet, Abbott 
has long been dedicated to operating in ways that are mindful and respectful of the world around 
us. We continue to set and meet ambitious goals to continually reduce the environmental impact 
of our operations.

By 2020, we intend to reduce carbon dioxide emissions by 40 percent from 2010 levels, total 
water intake by 30 percent and total waste generated by 50 percent. We’re making excellent 
progress. Through 2014, our carbon emissions have been reduced by 21 percent, water intake 
by 13 percent and waste by 31 percent. As a result of this work and our broad-based efforts to 
operate as a responsible business, we were named to the Dow Jones Sustainability Index for the 
10th year in a row — once again leading our industry sector in this important benchmark.

As a 125-year-old company, sustainability is fundamental to our worldview. We are deeply 
committed to running our company for the long term to ensure that we continue to deliver the 
products and performance that patients and customers, communities and shareholders expect 

from us.

Miles D. White
Chairman and Chief Executive Officer
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