
This is the Type 2 Diabetes Knowledge Portal (T2DKP) newsletter. Each quarter, it keeps you informed 
about recent updates to the T2DKP, other news, and upcoming conferences. To subscribe to the email 
edition or unsubscribe from it, please contact us at help@type2diabetesgenetics.org.

New data
• New METSIM dataset adds individual-level GWAS data to the T2DKP
• Federation brings three new datasets to the T2DKP
• Diabetic Cohort - Singapore Prospective Study Program summary statistics added
• DIAGRAM 1000G GWAS data added

New features and tools
• More data accessible and more intuitive user interfaces for LocusZoom and GAIT
• New External resources section added to Gene and Variant pages

Other T2DKP news
• Complete data description now available for T2DKP WES and WGS datasets
• GWAS data re-analysis reveals novel results about T2D risk
• T2DKP moving to regular release schedule for data and features

Upcoming conferences

New METSIM dataset adds individual-level GWAS data to the T2DKP
Individual-level data from 1,185 T2D cases and 7,357 controls in the Finnish METSIM 

(METabolic Syndrome In Men) cohort were deposited into the Accelerating Medicines Partnership Data 
Coordinating Center at the Broad Institute, and quality control and association analysis were performed 
by the DCC analysis team. In this first phase of analysis, associations with T2D, fasting glucose levels, 
and fasting insulin levels were computed, both unadjusted or adjusted for body mass index, and the 
results are now available in the T2DKP. Find details in this blog post.

Federation brings three new datasets to the T2DKP
A federated node of the T2DKP at the European Bioinformatics Institute (EBI) houses data that 

may not leave Europe, but are made available for remote queries via T2DKP tools and interfaces. 
Three new Federated datasets, from the Universities of Oxford, Exeter, and Dundee, add over 30,000 

www.type2diabetesgenetics.org
T2DKP Newsletter, Winter 2018 �1

Contact us: help@type2diabetesgenetics.org
Twitter: @T2DKP

CONTENTS

NEW DATA

Winter 2018

http://www.type2diabetesgenetics.org/
mailto:help@type2diabetesgenetics.org?subject=
http://bit.ly/2mPSRUw
mailto:help@type2diabetesgenetics.org
http://www.type2diabetesgenetics.org


samples and a wealth of phenotypes, many of which are new to the T2DKP. Read about these new 
data here.

Diabetic Cohort - Singapore Prospective Study Program summary statistics added
Our February release, described in this blog post, includes a new dataset funded by AMP T2D: 

Diabetic Cohort - Singapore Prospective Study Program GWAS, a meta-analysis of summary level T2D 
associations from 3,951 individuals that was performed at the National University of Singapore. Quality 
control and association analysis of the individual-level data behind this set are underway at the AMP 
DCC, and these data will be incorporated into the T2DKP in the near future.

DIAGRAM 1000G GWAS data added
Our February release also includes publicly available summary statistics from the DIAGRAM 

(DIAbetes Genetics Replication And Meta-analysis) 1000G GWAS. This is a meta-analysis of 26,676 
T2D cases and 132,532 control participants from 18 GWAS, imputed using the all ancestries 1000 
Genomes Project reference panel.

More data accessible and more intuitive user interfaces for LocusZoom and GAIT
Both LocusZoom and GAIT now offer more data for interactive analysis. Previously, LocusZoom 

offered only one dataset per phenotype, but it now offers all datasets. And more individual-level data 
can now be analyzed using GAIT: over 67,000 samples in total. Both tools now provide a more intuitive 
and cohesive user experience. Especially notable is a new phenotype filtering capability in LocusZoom. 
Rather than scrolling through a ling list of phenotypes, simply start typing a keyword and the 
phenotypes matching that keyword are displayed for selection.

New External resources section added to Gene and Variant pages
At the bottom of Gene and Variant pages, we have re-styled the section that presents links to 

external sites, and revised the list to include gene- and variant-specific links to the most relevant sites. 
We’ve added links to: HGNC, the authoritative source for human gene names and aliases; the UCSC 
Genome Browser; University of Michigan’s PheWeb, which displays phenotypes most significantly 
associated with a gene or variant, based on a GWAS performed by Ben Neale’s group for over 2,400 
phenotypes in UK Biobank data; and T2DREAM, an AMP T2D-funded database of genomic and 
epigenomic data relevant to T2D. Both PheWeb and T2DREAM will be more fully integrated into the 
T2DKP in the coming months.

Complete data description now available for T2DKP WES and WGS datasets
A new publication in Scientific Data provides a complete description of the methods and data 

behind the GoT2D whole-genome sequence, GoT2D WGS + replication (whole-genome sequence data 
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plus imputed genotypes), 13K exome sequence analysis, and GoT2D exome chip analysis datasets in 
the T2DKP. Read a summary of this documentation in our blog post. 

GWAS data re-analysis reveals novel results about T2D risk
The 70KforT2D project re-analyzed existing GWAS datasets to draw novel conclusions about 

T2D risk, and provided results pre-publication to display on the T2DKP. Read our commentary on their 
recent publication.

T2DKP moving to regular release schedule for data and features
Starting in 2018, we have established a regular release schedule in order to manage better the 

increasing complexity of the Knowledge Portal Network. Instead of making incremental changes, every 
other month we will release new versions of the Portals that will include any new data or features.

This section lists upcoming conferences that are relevant to T2D and human genetics; asterisks indicate 
attendance by T2DKP team members.

Towards a Functional Understanding of the Diabetic Genome 2018*
April 23-24, 2018, Bethesda, MD

78th Scientific Sessions of the American Diabetes Association*
June 22-28, 2018, Orlando, FL

54th Annual Meeting of the European Association for the Study of Diabetes
October 1-5, 2018, Berlin, Germany
Abstract deadline: April 4

American Society of Human Genetics Annual Meeting*
October 16-20, 2018, San Diego, CA
Abstract deadline: June 7

Please let us know of conferences that should be added to this list.

Follow us on Twitter: @T2DKP and our new Knowledge Portal Network account, @KPortalNetwork

Join our LinkedIn group: Type 2 Diabetes Knowledge Portal

Sign up to receive this newsletter by email

We’re always interested in your comments, suggestions, and questions. Please email us at 
help@type2diabetesgenetics.org.
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