North Shore Stories
by Terri Landry

New chapter for historic Bogue Falaya Baptist
On a very rainy Sunday
last month the congregation of Bogue Falaya Baptist
Church celebrated the dedication of their new house of
worship, which combines
the spirit of the past with the
convenience of the present.
On Nov. 1, 2012, the
Bogue Falaya congregation
had its old church physically moved from a location
just west of Church Road on
Louisiana 1077, also known
as Willie Road, “around
the block” to its new home
on Louisiana 25. The old
church building became the
cornerstone of an expanded
facility that sits on 20 acres
donated by a church family.
Construction of the new
church took a year to complete. For about six months
services were held outdoors under a tent, but when
weather conditions worsened the congregation met
in a rented space in Folsom.
The dedication service
on Feb. 23 was standingroom-only, despite a downpour. While thunder clapped
outside, the Bogue Fayala
choir sang enthusiastically a
selection of favorite hymns,
including one featuring a solo by church member Kate
Fussell.
During the special service Pastor Jake Roudkovski recognized several guests
for their assistance during
the construction project. He
thanked St. Tammany Parish
President Pat Brister who
“helped when we hit a construction snag.”
“You can count on us
as your prayer warriors,” he
told Brister.
The efforts of James
“Red” Thompson, District
3 Parish Council member,
were also acknowledged.
“He showed us how
to navigate the challenging
construction process,” Pastor Jake noted.
Other people who provided service and expertise
during construction were also thanked during the “Gratitude Reflection.”
The history of the
church was officially recognized with a resolution
drafted by U. S. Sen. David
Vitter that states “Beginning
with 15 charter members in
1858, Bogue Falaya Baptist
Church has been ministering
to the community for more
than 155 years.” The resolution was read by Vitter’s
Director of Louisiana Operations David Doss.
In its long history Bogue Falaya Church
has had several incarnations. According to Deacons
Chairman Delos Thompson, at one point it was located on the east side of LA
25 near the river and the Old
Bogue Falaya Cemetery. It
then moved down LA 25 to
a location near Chubby Hill
Cemetery.

Later the church purchased the old Onward
School on Willie Road and
built a church out of the
one-room school house. An
electrical fire destroyed the
structure in 2002. A new
church was built at that location in 2004 and services were held there until the
building was relocated in
2012.
According to Pastor Jake, the relocation of
the structure saved about
$250,000 in building costs
and kept memories of past
events and people intact.
The move has been
positive, allowing growth
that was not possible when
the church was located on
the landlocked property on
Willie Road. The new facility has increased the
worship space and added more rooms for Bible
study groups. There’s now a
church office and a separate
house, called the Refuge,
where the youth of the congregation can gather.
Though they have only been in the new church
since December, Pastor Jake
observed that the new building has allowed development of enhanced programs
and greater ministering to
the community.
“It really has helped the
church,” Pastor Jake said.
“We have greater visibility
and more people attending
services.”
The pastor attributes
the significant increase in
participation to people in the
church who “are really excited about what God is doing in our church.”
“They are inviting their
friends and neighbors to join
us,” he said.
Physical improvements are still being made.
A railing system, donated
by a friend of the church,
was just installed, and parking lot paving and landscaping are on the church’s
wish list. Those items will
have to wait until money becomes available or a donor
is found, however. When the
congregation made the decision to move the church,
it also agreed not to borrow
any money for the relocation, so the $1.3 million it
took to complete the project
was, according to Brother
Jake, provided by the Lord.
Bogue Fayala recently
held its annual pre-Valentine
Day widows banquet at the
new church and is planning
other special events this
spring.
About 10,000 invitations to a special Easter celebration will soon be going
out to area residents.
For the first time Bogue
Fayala will have two Easter
worship services, at 9 and
10:30 a.m. At those April
20 services, a 13-member
choral group from the Uni-

A dedication service was held in February for
the new location of the historic Bogue Falaya Baptist Church. In need of a larger facility, the growing
congregation decided to move their old church building to a larger property and expand it to meet their
need for additional space. The debt-free expansion
was accomplished over a period of two years. Below, Dr. Chuck Kelley, president of the New Orleans
Baptist Theological Seminary, was the special guest
preacher for the dedication service.

Recognized at the dedication service were Parish President Pat Brister (left) and District 3 Parish Councilman James “Red” Thompson, who were
thanked for the help they provided during the process of moving and expanding the church.

versity of Mobile will sing
under the direction of Jason Roger Breland. Breland
founded the popular American Christian band Truth
in 1971. It was inducted into the Gospel Music Hall of
Fame before disbanding in
2001.
The guest pastor for the
dedication service was Dr.
Chuck Kelley, the president

of the New Orleans Baptist
Theological Seminary, who
made note of the inclement
weather while commenting
on “this glorious day” in the
history of Bogue Falaya.
Echoing the sentiment
of the happy congregants
Dr. Kelley said “There is
no bad day for graduation.
There is no bad day when
you dedicate a new church.”

Kate Fussell was the soloist (left) for the dedication service. David Doss (right), representing U.S. Sen.
David Vitter, read a resolution drafted by the senator recognizing the historic role played by the 158-year-old
church is the south Folsom community.
Appearing in the first and third issues of each month, “North Shore Stories” by Folsom resident Terri Landry brings to The Farmer the sometimes funny,
often poignant, and always interesting accounts of life on the north shore. If you have a suggestion for a north shore story, call 892-2323 or email news@
sttammanyfarmer.net.

This article was published in the Thursday, March 20, 2014, edition of The St. Tammany Farmer,
• 321 N. New Hampshire, Covington LA 70433
• 985-892-2323
• www.sttammanyfarmer.net
• news@sttammanyfarmer.net

