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Dear Friends, 

Tis the season — to be really stressed out. Everything in 

our cultural life goes into high gear during the month of 

December. Holiday and  yard decorations have gone up, 

their light breaking the seemingly endless darkness. 

Malls and “box stores” are packed with shoppers, all 

preparing for Christmas. People are attending cultural 

events and holiday parties, feasting and celebrating. 

Tis the season —  to be really spiritually nurtured. Every-

thing in our church life goes into high gear during the 

month of December. Candles are being lit, their light 

illuminating God’s presence in the darkness of our times, 

one red candle on an evergreen wreath at a time. Church-

es offer worship that allows us to slow down and be con-

nected with the ways that God nurtures us while every-

thing around us seeks to deplete our energy.   

Where are people spending their time this month? Where 

are you spending yours? 

I hear so many stories that speak to people’s exhaustion, 

even this early in the season.  Advent offers us a remedy. 

This quiet season invites us to prepare for our celebration 

of the birth of Christ gently.   

In Sunday worship we begin by lighting just one candle. 

We light just one candle more each week — the light 

builds slowly until it reveals its gentle brightness on 

Christmas Eve, as individual points of light fill the dark 

vastness of the sanctuary. We sing songs of hope and 

anticipation, holding our full celebration until Christmas 

Eve, when the congregation’s song breaks forth into jubi-

lant Glorias. 

Together, this month, we’ll offer some comfort to those 

who need it. The Christmas tree in the Narthex invites us 

to offer small gifts to children at Lowell School. Extra 

celebrations offer those who might be alone more chanc-

es to gather with others — the Advent Workshop on De-

cember 8 following the 10:30 service, the Cookie Walk 

on Music Sunday, December 15, the Living Nativity Cele-

bration on December 22 after the 10:30 Worship Ser-

vice. 

So much of what we’re doing may feel anonymous, but 

there’s a lovely mystery of blessing in that. We some-

times do not know who we will bless or who will bless us 

as we reach out to our neighbor in need. It is one of the 

signs of the church, this unknown blessingway we are a 

part of. And God works through it all, creating connection 

between us that weaves a web of love and grace through-

out the world. And in doing this, we create an awareness 

among ourselves and those we love of how powerful the 

gift of God’s love can be.  

During the season’s worship, we expand our outreach of 

blessing, comfort, and care. Each week, as the light on 

the Advent wreath builds, our sense of excitement 

around the promises of God continues to build. On De-

cember 13, we’ll gather to decorate the worship space 

for Christmas. On December 15, we’ll offer a musical 

word of grace during Music Sunday and the Cookie Walk 

will benefit the Lowell School. On December 22, we’ll be 

blessed by the Sunday School kids sharing something 

with us in worship. A new gathering following worship 

that day will spill out from the Narthex to the church 

porch, a powerful reminder that God continues to bring 

new life in the midst of the dark time of the year! 

Our Christmas worship celebrations begin Christmas Eve 

with services at 2pm and 8 pm, and continue with Les-

sons and Carols on December 29, and a variety of bless-

ing celebrations throughout January. 

Bright and Beautiful Blessings as we gather for this holy 

time,      

 Pastor Katherine Cartwright Knodel 
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MONTH AT A GLANCE 

Advent Workshop 
Sunday, December 8th 
(after 10:30am service) 

 

Community Dinner 
Project 

Wednesday, December 11th 
at Tabor-5:30pm-7:00pm  

 
Church Holiday  

Decorating 
Friday, December 13th 

 

Open Mic Night 
Friday December 13th at 7pm 

 

Music Sunday 
Sunday, December 15th 

 

MERRY CHRISTMAS!    
Monday December 25th 

 

WEEKLY IN  
December   

 

Mon. & Wed. 
Food Pantry 

9:00am—12 noon 
 

Tuesdays 
AA Open Meetings 

6:00pm 
 

Wednesdays 
Senior Wednesdays 

10:00am 

Bible Study 
12:15pm 

 

Thursdays 
Scouts Meeting 

6:30pm 
 

Office Hours 
Monday & Wednesday 

9:30am-3:00pm 
Tuesday & Thursday 

9:30am-2:00pm 
 

December 

St. Paul’s Evangelical Lutheran Church 

 
Come Worship With Us Weekly! 

 

Chapel Service                         8:00 AM 

Sunday School                        9:15 AM      

Sanctuary Service                 10:30 AM 

~Christmas Eve Services are at 2pm & 8pm~ 

  



Growing Into the Next 150 Years 

What a great celebration Anniversary Sunday was! Check out the photos we have in this 
month’s Voice. As I wrote in last month’s issue – 

 

This anniversary year is a great inspiration for us to stretch 
ourselves and build toward something new. Take some time to 
think about where you fit into this. What are your spiritual gifts and 
how might you be able to offer them to build up the life and 
ministry of the congregation? What new awareness about yourself 
and others here at St. Paul’s have you discovered during this time of 
transition that might grow into new expressions of outreach, 
nurture, and hospitality? What are your talents and skills? How 
might you offer them to enhance the life of the congregation and 
make it move more effectively? 

What inspires you? What excites you? What would you like to see? 

 

Several council members were excited by a conversation we had in October’s meeting and this ex-
citement is becoming a new event for our Advent celebrations. We’ll gather for worship on De-
cember 22 at 10:30 and will receive some beautiful gifts from our congregation’s children during 
that time – it will become a Living Nativity Celebration, inspired by European celebrations when 
the town would come out into the community gathering spaces to enjoy each other’s company and 
to celebrate the season. Worship that Sunday will flow into the Narthex and onto the Porch as we 
gather around a fire with refreshments and a holiday welcome for our neighbors. It won’t be a 
long or lavish party, but it will be full of spirit, grace, and joy.  

 

It’s so easy to create something fresh and new when we are open to God’s spirit moving through 
us. And it is simple to make that new thing happen. We decide. We show up. We celebrate. And 
then we give thanks. 

 

 

          PrKCK 

 



2pm and 8pm 

Christmas decorations have been out in stores and 

on the streets since before Halloween.  The Thanksgiving 

family gathering and feast are memories.  Advent, a time to 

prepare for the birth of Christ, begins on December 1.   The 

season before the Christmas Holiday can be hectic, stressful 

and downright depressing.  As Christians and as members 

and friends of St. Paul’s, the Christmas Season invites us to 

welcome our Savior in thankfulness to God for giving us the 

Messiah, the Redeemer, the Prince of Peace, Christ the Lord. 

How can we celebrate this divine gift?  We can re-

spond to God’s generosity with our time, making the extra 

effort to partake of the many events at St. Paul’s.  We can 

respond with our talents, helping out and serving with our 

own best gifts – reading, singing, ringing, cooking. We can 

respond with giving from our treasures.  All these responses 

are tangible ways of lifting up and returning the gifts God has 

given us. 

Have a Blessed and Peaceful Christmas!   

 

 SCHEDULE 

JOIN US! 

12/1– Prayers in Spanish 

12/8, 12/15, 12/22, & 
12/29 

-Bible Study  

with Jason Tapscott 

 

 

December 8– Advent Workshop                               

(after 10:30am service) 

December 13– Church Holiday Decorating 

December 15– Music Sunday 

December 22– Living Nativity Celebration 

December 24— Christmas Eve Service at 2pm 

& Candlelight  

 

HAPPY DECEMBER! 

Thank you for the pictures I have received thus far! Please 
keep them all coming!  

If you are a part of a ministry, or a ministry head, reach out 
to me! I am working on our website and I want each minis-
try and aspect of St. Paul’s to be highlighted! I need the 

community of St. Paul’s help. 

Thank you so much to everyone’s warm welcome and sup-
port over the past three months. It is a joy to be a part of 

your community!  

Merry Christmas and I pray for a blessed New Year! 

Office Hours 

Mon & Wed– 9:30am-3pm |Tues & Thurs– 9:30am-2pm 



St. Paul’s 149th Anniversary Celebration!    

 



Poinsettias are available for purchase for the holidays! 

Poinsettias= $10.00 

To purchase, contact Vinolia Bethala–> 215-635-7009   

Mail payment to:  7405 Richards Road. Elkins Park, PA 19027 

DEADLINE: Sunday, December 8th 

 
DECEMBER 8, 2019 

We’ll gather for lunch, crafts, and 

activities in Parish Hall following 

the 10:30am service for our an-

nual kickoff celebration for the 

Advent Season! 

DECEMBER 22, 2019 

A Community Celebration 

just before Christmas with 

refreshments and a fire on 

the church porch! 



The cookie walk will take place on December 15th 

after service. Please sign up in the Narthex or 

with Tara McFarland to bring a batch of cookies.  

Cookies will be 3 for $1 and a baker's dozen for 
$4. All money raised will benefit Lowell School.  

Get your cookies before they disappear!   

 

 

 

 

 

 

Sunday, December 15th– 10:30 AM 

Join us on for our annual musical celebration, show-
casing the tremendous diversity of musical talent with-

in the congregation.   

We’re inviting everyone to bring a bell to worship this 
day! We’re going to do something special! 

Contact Matt Brenner if you would like to offer your talents! 

COOKIE WALK 

 

Be a Lowell School Angel 

It's that time of year again!  

The "Be a Lowell School Angel" tree will be in the 

Narthex starting December 8th 

 Tags on the tree are items that the school nurse 

can use for the children of Lowell. Please consid-

er taking a tag off the tree and helping out. Place 

your gift under the tree with the tag you picked. 

Gifts are due by December 29th.  

2pm and 8pm 







Special Events 

             Join Us! 

Tabor Lutheran Church 
4860 North Howard Street. Phila, PA 19120 

December 11th @ 5:30-7:00p.m. 
 

St. Paul’s Evangelical Lutheran Church 
5900 North 5th Street. Phila, PA 19120 

January 8th @ 5:30-7:00p.m. 



2pm and 8pm 

St. Paul's Evangelical Lutheran Church 

5900 North 5th Street, Philadelphia, PA 19120 

Phone: (215) 424-4800    Email: StPauls19120@gmail.com 

Office Hours: Mon. & Wed.-9:30am-3pm, Tues. & Thurs.- 9:30am-2:00pm 

Church Staff 

Rev. Katherine Cartwright Knodel, Interim Pastor 

Matthew Brenner, Interim Organist 

Donna Curry, Parish Nurse 

Glenn Tillman, Security 

Courtney L. Williams, Church Office Coordinator 

To:   

DiPinto – Mehl 
Funeral Home 

Personal Service – Dignity – Integrity 
5720 Rising Sun Ave., Phila., PA 19120 

215-342-1040 
 

Active Members of St. Paul’s 
 

Joseph DiPinto, Jr. · Walter Ernst Mehl, Jr. · Funeral Directors 

Please pray for our servicemen and women. 

St. Paul’s Church is a congregation in mission! Guided by our Mission Statement, we live according to these words: St. Paul’s 
Evangelical Lutheran Church is a Christ-centered community of faith in Olney, Committed to sharing with all people the Word 

of God, Spiritual Fellowship, and Christ’s reality in our lives. 

St. Paul’s Mission 

Looking  for a great way to honor and remember your loved ones?  
Feel free to contact the ladies listed below to find out how you can 
best recognize special occasions in the life of family and friends: 

Chancel Flowers 
Angelene Pinninti 

(267) 626-3113 
 

Altar Candles 
Judy Becker  

(215) 247-7724 
 

Garden of Sweet Memories 
Lois Winkler 

(215) 357-3878 

 

 

Advertise Here! 

Call Courtney @  

215-424-4800 

Or email us at 

stpauls19120@gmail.com  

 

 

                                                     

Gary P. Winkler, Agent  

6640 Rising Sun Ave.       

Philadelphia,  PA 19111           

215-725-6900          

www.bestphillyrates.com 

Se Habla Espanol 

 

 

Have email?  

Help us save trees!  

Email StPauls19120@gmail.com  

with your name & email to be  

added to our Voice Mailing List. 

Thank you for you cooperation! 


