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Dear Friends, 

A change of season brings renewal. Stag-

nant summer energies give way to crisp fall 

days. We may feel more energized and 

hopeful. We certainly notice the beauty 

around us as the trees dress in their finest 

colors and the light in the late afternoon 

takes on a golden glow.  

Fall is traditionally a time of renewed ener-

gy in the life of congregations. After a time 

of rest and refreshment in the summer we 

return to busier schedules and more activi-

ty as we build toward the holiday season. 

Take a look at what is coming up for us in 

the months of October and November. We 

look forward to sharing this time, and 

these celebrations, together! 

October 6 – World-Wide Communion and 

World Missions Sunday. Hospitality. 

We celebrate global relationships and the 

ways we are connected with others 

throughout the world. We come to the 

Communion table, part of a world-wide 

family of faith, and we are inspired to care 

for our neighbors in need on the other side 

of the planet. The Rev. Mark Bethala joins 

us for worship to share the excellent work 

of the missions in India and to invite contin-

ued support. A brochure is available in the 

Narthex in case you’d like to read about 

this great work in advance. Pastor Bethala 

will be with us at 10:30 and for hospitality 

time following the service. 

October 27 – Reformation Sunday (10:30 

am single service) 

A special flourish in worship helps us to 

celebrate the ways God infuses renewal 

and rebirth into the life of the church. We 

celebrate both Martin Luther and the other 

reformers as well as the ways the Spirit 

continues to re-form, re-vitalize, and re-new 

the church (and us!) today. We will cele-

brate the Sacrament of Holy Baptism and 

the ways God brings new life. 

There will be healing prayer in worship on 

October 20, and new adult Sunday School 

offerings in October and November. A 

Stewardship emphasis will help us to re-

flect on God’s many blessings and our gen-

erous response offered in thanksgiving for 

what God has first given to us. 

Save these dates in November— 

11/3—All Saints Sunday, Stewardship Sun-

day                                               

11/10—Anniversary Sunday, Single service 

at 10:30am and Lunch. 

I look forward to sharing this with you! 

 Pr. Katherine Cartwright Knodel  

 

 The Voice 
2019 

MONTH AT A GLANCE 

Worldwide Communion  
Sunday 

Sunday, October 6th 
 

Council Meeting    
Monday October 7th at 

7:30pm   
 

Community Dinner 
Project 

Wednesday October 9th at 
Tabor- 5:30pm-7:00pm  

 

Open Mic Night 
Friday October 11th at 7pm 

 

Reformation Sunday 
Sunday, October 27th at 

10:30AM (no 8am service) 

 

WEEKLY IN  
October  

 

Mon. & Wed. 
Food Pantry 

9:00am—12 noon 
 

Tuesdays 
AA Open Meetings 

6:00pm 
 
 

Wednesdays 
Senior Wednesdays 

10:00am 

Bible Study 
12:15pm 

 

Thursdays 
Scouts Meeting 

6:30pm 
 

Office Hours 
Monday & Wednesday 

9:30am-3:00pm 
Tuesday & Thursday 

9:30am-2:00pm 

October 
St. Paul’s Evangelical Lutheran Church 

 
Come Worship With Us Weekly! 

 

Chapel Service                         8:00 AM 

Sunday School                        9:15 AM      

Sanctuary Service                 10:30 AM 

*Adult Sunday School Class lasts 1 hour*  

  

A Fresh Wind Blows through Fall 



Growing Into the Next 150 Years 
During September I offered a sermon series on church growth. We had a weekly discussion 
around things we like to tell ourselves to help us to feel better about congregational decline and 
the challenges of being congregations today. The conversations not only highlighted our challeng-
es but also the opportunities we have when we shift our perspective from the things we’re afraid of 
to the things we’re excited about and the things that are important to us, our core values. We chal-
lenged ourselves to look at ways we can break from what we’ve done in the past to new ways of do-
ing and being in the present in order to build toward the future. 

Dan Hotchkiss, the author of the article Five Lies We Like to Tell about Church Growth, writes — 

“Some churches grow, and others shrink. Most oscillate 
for decades around a size they find comfortable.” And, 
“Church growth does not proceed from working harder 
or more diligently at what you are already doing. Growth 
means doing something new. And the first step to doing 
something new is to quit kidding yourself about what you 
are doing now.” 

As we begin to move into a new phase during the transition, we have a little bit of time to begin to 
apply what we learned during Phase 2 of the transition in order to help strengthen the congrega-
tion before we welcome a new pastor. How we move through this time is crucial in our prepara-
tion for a new time in the life of St. Paul’s.  

During November the 150th year of St. Paul’s life and ministry begins! What a great inspiration for 
us it is to stretch ourselves and build toward something new. Take some time to think about 
where you fit in to this. What are your spiritual gifts and how might you be able to offer them to 
build up the life and ministry of the congregation? If you were not able to be at the Spiritual Gifts 
Workshop earlier this year, you can still discover what those gifts are and begin to offer them. If 
you were there, what new awareness did you get about yourself and others here at St. Paul’s that 
might grow into new expressions of outreach, nurture, and hospitality?  What are your talents and 
skills? How might you offer them to enhance the life of the congregation and make it move more 
effectively? 

What inspires you? What excites you? What would you like to see?  

All these questions, and their answers, can help us to begin to welcome new ways of living and 
serving that contribute to our growth and renewal. And, of course, the action that follows reflec-
tion are the building blocks to a new expression of church. 

And while we’re thinking about this, remember to save the date! Sunday, November 10, is Anni-
versary Sunday, a single service and lunch that kicks off our 150th Anniversary celebration which 
will culminate on November 8, 2020.  

           PrKCK  



2pm and 8pm 

IN THE (ENVELOPE) BOX AND OUT 

OF IT 

The Stewardship Team’s focus on stewardship is the man-
agement (not ownership) of all our gifts for the Glory of 
God.  Beginning on September 29, a card with a reflection 
and prayer will placed in the bulletin that will encourage us 
to identify and give thanks for the gifts God has given us, 
pray, reflect, and speak with others to discern ways to give 
back to God. Stewardship packets will be available to mem-
bers, friends, youth and children. This is something new we 
are doing and will include ways our ELCA (Evangelical Lu-
theran Church in America) understands our call as stew-
ards. Stewardship Sunday this year will be November 4th, 
All Saints Sunday, a celebration of God’s good gifts and how 
we offer and care for them as children of God and people of 
St. Paul’s.  

Here, you will find any updates, reminders, 
and special announcements! 

If you have any questions or suggestions, 
feel free to email me at 

admin@stpaulsolney.org or call during 
business hours. 

It an honor to work with you all and be a 
part of this community! 

Office Hours 

Mon & Wed– 9:30am-3pm  

Tues & Thurs– 9:30am-2pm 

 SCHEDULE 

9/29 & 10/6 

Roger Zepernick will facilitate a  
discussion on: 

Criminal Justice: A Discussion of 
Punishment, Reconciliation, and 
Reconstruction from a Lutheran 

Perspective. 

10/13 & 10/20 

Jason Tapscott will facilitate a        
discussion on: 

  Stewardship. 

 

October 27—Reformation Sunday                           

(Single service at 10:30am) 

November 3– All Saints Sunday, Stewardship Sunday  

November 10– Anniversary Sunday                       

(Single service at 10:30am & Lunch) 

December 8– Advent Workshop                               

(after 10:30am service) 

December 13– Church Holiday Decorating 

December 15– Music Sunday 



Fun at St. Paul’s! 

 











Special Events 

2pm and 8pm 

             Join Us! 

Tabor Lutheran Church 
4860 North Howard Street. Phila, PA 19120 

October 9th @ 5:30-7:00 p.m. 
 

St. Paul’s Evangelical Lutheran Church 
5900 North 5th Street. Phila, PA 19120 

November 13th @ 5:30-7:00 p.m. 



2pm and 8pm 

St. Paul's Evangelical Lutheran Church 

5900 North 5th Street, Philadelphia, PA 19120 

Phone: (215) 424-4800    Email: admin@stpaulsolney.org 

Office Hours: Mon. & Wed.-9:30am-3pm, Tues. & Thurs.- 9:30am-2:00pm 

Church Staff 

Rev. Katherine Cartwright Knodel, Interim Pastor 

Matthew Brenner, Interim Organist 

Donna Curry, Parish Nurse 

Glenn Tillman, Security 

Courtney L. Williams, Church Office Coordinator 

To:   

DiPinto – Mehl 
Funeral Home 

Personal Service – Dignity – Integrity 
5720 Rising Sun Ave., Phila., PA 19120 

215-342-1040 
 

Active Members of St. Paul’s 
 

Joseph DiPinto, Jr. · Walter Ernst Mehl, Jr. · Funeral Directors 

Please pray for our servicemen and women. 

St. Paul’s Church is a congregation in mission! Guided by our Mission Statement, we live according to these words: St. Paul’s 
Evangelical Lutheran Church is a Christ-centered community of faith in Olney, Committed to sharing with all people the Word 

of God, Spiritual Fellowship, and Christ’s reality in our lives. 

St. Paul’s Mission 

Looking  for a great way to honor and remember your loved ones?  
Feel free to contact the ladies listed below to find out how you can 
best recognize special occasions in the life of family and friends: 

Chancel Flowers 
Angelene Pinninti 

(267) 626-3113 
 

Altar Candles 
Judy Becker  

(215) 247-7724 
 

Garden of Sweet Memories 
Lois Winkler 

(215) 357-3878 

Advertise Here! 

Call 215-424-4800 


