
Circuit 
Writer 

MONTHLY NEWSLETTER OF CHRIST UNITED METHODIST CHURCH 

SEPTEMBER 2016 

Our Weekly Announcements & Circuit Writer, 

our monthly newsletter, can be found on our 

website at www.icumc.org. There is lots of 

additional news and features on our church 

CHRIST UNITED METHODIST CHURCH 

14506 E. 39TH STREET, INDEPENDENCE, MO 64055 

WWW.ICUMC.ORG 

Weekly Worship &                

Sunday Morning Schedule 

Saturday 

5:30pm in Watson Chapel  

Sunday 

8:35am in the Sanctuary with Special 

Music and Organ 

9:45am - Learning Opportunities and 

Sunday School 

10:55am in the Sanctuary with Praise 

Band 

10:55am in Kids Zone for Children’s 

Church 

Nursery Care is available during 

church services for infants through     

3-years old from 8:00am to 12:00pm 

Our Parking Lot is 
Being Sealed 
Our top small 39th Street and Main parking lots will be blocked 

for sealing and painting beginning Thursday morning, Sept. 1 

until Sunday morning, Sept. 4. This will not include the bottom 

parking by the Family Life Center and The Place. We ask that 

you use The Place entrance to come into the church on those 

days.  



He changes the times 
and the seasons. 

Daniel 2:21 

It Is Natural to Grieve and Imperative to Mourn 
Sundays, September 25 - October 30 - 9:45-10:45am - Room 121 
Facilitators: Elaine and David Howlett 

Everyone has to deal with loss and the grief that follows at some time in their life. When this happens to a family 
member or dear friend, we often wonder what to do and how we can help. We worry about saying or doing something 
wrong. 

The goal of this short-term class is to understand the process of grief and mourning on a personal level and in order to 
be a comfort to others. At the end of this session we will understand the processes of transformation, have an 
understanding of some of the spiritual questions associated with grief, and gain some practical understanding of how to 
respond in ways that lead to reconciliation. 

The topics for this six-week class include: 

Sept. 25 - Grief is hard work, Grief is painful, Grief is love Oct. 16 - God’s will 

Oct. 2 - Mourning, a period of transformation   Oct. 23 - God will Never Give You More Than You Can 
Oct. 9 - God’s plan          Handle 

        Oct. 30 - Amazing Grace 

Fall Bible Study with Rev. Bob 
Sept. 26 to Oct. 24 (see days, times & 
rooms below) 
A five-week Bible Study on the Parables of Jesus will begin 
the week of Sept. 26th. Each session will be presented three 
times each of the five weeks - Mondays at 6:30pm in the 
Chapel and on Wednesdays at 10:00am and 1:30pm in room 
126.  

You will need to choose one of the three sessions to attend 
regularly over the five-week period.  

Sign-ups will begin Sunday, Aug. 28th.  

Contact Rev. Bob Hickman with any questions at: 
bob.hickman@icumc.org.  

“Choose Joy” Study 
Oct. 12 - Nov. 2 at 6:30pm in Room G-26 

Join us for a four-week study led by Lisa Wilt based on the 
book by Kay Warren. 

Everyone knows how to be joyful in the peaks of life. When 
all your fondest hopes and wildest dreams come true, and 
your heart nearly explodes with happiness, it’s easy to feel 
joyful. 

But what about the valleys? When nothing seems to go your 
way? When everything is falling apart? When God is silent, 
and you feel all alone? 

Where does joy fit into those moments? 

Joy comes from God … and it can be yours! Today. 

There is a sign-up sheet at the Welcome Center, along with 
books that are available for $5 each, while supplies last. 



Pastor’s Pen 
There’s an old joke about a physics teacher who 
remarked to his students about how Isaac Newton was 
sitting under an apple tree when the apple fell on his 
head which led him to begin contemplating the 
concept of gravity, and how wonderful it was that he 
was sitting under the tree at that moment when the 
apple fell. One of the smart-aleck students replied, “Yes 
sir, if he had been sitting in class looking at books like 
us, he wouldn’t have discovered anything.” 

I was reading a book about biblical interpretation 
techniques a few months ago which contained a 
method so simple that it caused me to think, “How is it 
that in all of my high-priced education I’ve never 
discovered this method before?” The book was “How 
to Read The Bible Like A Seminary Professor” by Mark 
Yarbrough. The method he described was simply to 
take a scripture passage and before consulting 
commentaries or other sources just take a minute and 
make 20 observations about the passage. He suggests 
starting each observation by writing the words “I can 
observe that…” As an example here is my observations 
from our scripture for Sunday Aug 28, John 4:1-26 “The 
Woman at the Well”. 

I can observe that Jesus’ encounter with the woman 
was in the normal course of going from one place to 
another. 

I can observe that the reason for Jesus’ movement 
from Judea to Galilee was because he was receiving too 
much attention from the authorities. 

I can observe that Jesus’ ministry was beginning to 
overshadow John’s ministry. 

I can observe that Jesus was not personally baptizing, 
but his ministry was baptizing in great numbers. 

I can observe that the story is connected to Judaism 
and tradition through its location at Jacob’s well. 

I can observe that Jesus experiences the human 
condition of being tired just like the rest of us. 

I can observe that Jesus didn’t let cultural prejudices 
nor gender differences prevent him initiating a 
conversation. 

I can observe that Jesus never got the drink of water 
that he asked for. 

I can observe that the first words of the woman were 
negative towards Jesus. 

I can observe that the first words from the woman 
clearly affirmed the cultural boundaries between Jews 
and Samaritans. 

I can observe that the gospel writer has used the life 
sustaining property of water to convey the life giving 
nature of Jesus. 

I can observe that the gospel writer has let us in on things 
about Jesus that the characters in the story are in the 
process of learning. 

I can observe that the gospel writer is using earthly things 
to direct our attention to heavenly things. 

I can observe that in the exchange between Jesus and the 
woman he not only reveals his identity to her, but he also 
reveals her own self to her – “Come and see a man who 
told me everything I have ever done!” 

I can observe that the movement in the story is from 
prickly prejudice to faith and evangelism. 

I can observe that the gospel writer has placed tradition in 
subordination to worship. 

I can observe that the woman’s past is not a barrier to an 
encounter with Jesus. 

I can observe that God is doing a new thing, but there is 
another new thing on the horizon when the corporate 
nature of worship of God is no longer tied to temple 
locations. 

I can observe that the woman’s understanding of who 
Jesus is moves from “…are you greater than Jacob?” to “I 
can see that you are a prophet” to “He cannot be the 
Messiah can he?” 

I can observe that this is one of many Bible stories in 
which life changing events take place at a well. 

Those are my twenty. I could probably come up with 
twenty more, and I’m sure that you could come up with 
twenty observations that are different from mine. This 
technique of making twenty observations isn’t all there is 
to biblical interpretation, but it’s a great way to get 
started thinking about a passage. I encourage you to try it 
for yourself and let it lead you into deeper study. 


