
CHILDREN’S CLOTHING 
GIVEAWAY 

Saturday, August 6 

9:00 - 11:00 am 
Anyone with children or teenagers needing 
clothes for school are invited to come to Christ UMC for our Annual 
Clothing Giveaway. 

We will have clothes for children and teenagers in grades K-12. 
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The Weekly Announcements & Circuit 
Writer, our monthly newsletter, can be 
found on our website at 
www.icumc.org. There is lots of              
additional news and features on our 
church website as well.  
Check it out! 

Weekly Worship &                

Sunday Morning Schedule 

Saturday 

5:30pm in Watson Chapel  

Sunday 

8:35am in the Sanctuary with Special 

Music and Organ 

9:45am - Learning Opportunities and 

Sunday School 

10:55am in the Sanctuary with Praise 

Band 

10:55am in Kids Zone for Children’s 

Church 

Nursery Care is available during 

church services for infants through   

3-years old from 8:00am to 12:00pm 

Christ Preschool is now Enrolling for  
 Fall 2016 
If you have a child two through five years old, we are now enrolling for 
fall 2016 preschool. 

The hours are 9:30am - 12:00pm 

You can choose two mornings a week or three mornings a week: 

Monday/Wednesday OR Tuesday/Thursday 

OR  

Monday/Wednesday/Friday OR Tuesday/Thursday/Friday 

 
For more information or to tour our preschool, contact Kathy Moxley at 
816-461-1101. 



The recent string of violent attacks at home and abroad remind us of how much we depend on each other for 
peace. The frequency of violence has accelerated to the point that we aren’t surprised when the breaking news 
story reports another killing spree. In the aftermath we ask “why did this happen?” Though the motives in these 
mass killings are varied, what remains constant is that they are carried out by troubled people. More often than 
not, as investigators dig into their backgrounds they uncover evidence of a disturbed life. Often the people who 
knew them are not surprised that something horrible happened. And as the details of their lives come out in the 
open we begin to understand how something like this could happen. 

With each killing we wonder what can be done to prevent this from happening in the future. Some propose tighter 
gun control, others advocate for more guns. But pro-guns or anti-guns positions both miss the greater opportunity 
to address the root of the problem. I believe the root of the problem is a social willingness to ignore our connect-
edness in the sufferings of others. Paul writes to the Corinthian Church, “There are many members yet one body. 
…No part can say to another, “I have no need of you. On the contrary the members of the body that seem to be 
weaker are indispensable, and those members of the body that we think are less honorable we clothe with greater 
honor, and our less respectable members we treat with greater respect;… If one member suffers all suffer together 
with it, if one member is honored, all rejoice together with it.”  (2 Corinthians 12:20-26) In Paul’s use of the body 
metaphor no one is isolated from another. If one member is diminished, all are diminished. And so the less honor-
able members are treated with greater honor, or it could be said that those who are more difficult to love are to 
be shown greater love. 

More guns or less guns, either might have made a difference in the number of lives we’ve grieved. But I know with-
out a doubt that there would have been a different outcome in Dallas if instead of a life of isolation, a faith com-
munity would have sought out Micah Johnson and shown the greater love that this one needed. Instead of being 
drawn to hate groups the church could have drawn him into a community of love. And I know without a doubt that 
the headlines in Baton Rouge would have been different if a Christian small group would have embraced Gavin 
Long instead of the multiple separatists groups that he joined who welcomed him. The news would have been 
different in Orlando if instead of isolation and expulsion, the body of Christ would have shown the kind of greater 
love that Omar Mateen needed, whose bullying and hatred made him one of the most difficult to love. 

The church asks what can we do to stop the killing? I believe our best solution as followers of Christ is to stop say-
ing, “I have no need of you” to those who are difficult to love. Instead we should be acknowledging our intercon-
nectedness and entering into the suffering of others. As a body of Christ we’re to notice the ones whom the world 
has made invisible. And as a body we’re to bring to the center those whom the world has pushed to the margins. 
Our role is to keep our eyes and our hearts open to the ones in our community who are so troubled that they may 
be considering taking lives. 

When the church prays “Lord stop the killings”, I believe the answer to that prayer is God’s Spirit leading us to love 
the next shooter before the trigger gets pulled. Who do you need to show greater love to in your community? 

A Message from  

 Pastor Mike 



Upcoming 
Sermon Series 

August 7, 2016 
Topic: Rahab – Rahab was a prostitute by               
profession. She was one of the marginalized. She 
literally lived on the margin between the city and 
the unprotected country. Her home was built into 
the city wall. Her life was lived between the tension 
of being valued as an object of pleasure and socially 
devalued as a prostitute. Even though the world   
reduced her to a life of prostitution God knew some-
thing better in her and sent his spies to her house for 
protection. Rahab could have turned them in,       
perhaps improving her standing in her community, 
but instead she recognized the new thing that God 
was doing and protected the spies. Sometimes it is 
the least among us who have the spiritual eyes to see 
what God is doing. 
Scripture: Joshua 2:1-11 

August 6, 2016 – Clothing Give Away – Starts a new 4 week series Aug 7 – Aug 28 
Series Title: “Warts and All: The “Wrong People” Doing The “Right Thing” 
Series Summary: The wor ld has many subtle and not so subtle ways of letting us know 
what it thinks of us. The beautiful receive attention while the ordinary go unnoticed. Some 
are shown their worth through extravagant salaries, while the working poor are told, 
“You’re only worth this much.” Those who live right are welcomed, while those who’ve 
made mistakes are shunned. The world smugly judges as it rewards “These” and dismisses 
“Those.” God’s economy operates differently. The Bible is full of men and women whom 
the world dismissed as worthless only to have God reach into their life and show them how 
valuable they really are. In the economy of God the “least of these” are the greatest. This 
sermon series will examine the lives of those whom the world judged as the least, but God 
raised up to greatness. 

August 21, 2016 
Topic: Abraham – Abram/Abraham is elderly when 
God makes a covenant with him. At age 75 he is told to 
pick up everything and move to a land where God will 
lead him. When Abraham should be thinking about 
moving to a maintenance provided retirement condo, 
he’s called to pick up and start over in a land where he 
will live as a resident alien. From there he will become 
the father of a great nation. That’s a tough time in life to 
start over. It sounds crazy to ask someone at that age to 
go and start over, but with God sometimes the crazier 
the better. The more outlandish the call of God is, the 
more God’s faithfulness is demonstrated as God makes 
a way for the improbable. What is God calling this    
aging congregation to do? Where is God calling us to 
go?  
Scripture: Genesis 12:1-9 

August 14, 2016 
Topic: David – This is the story about the process 
God used to choose the greatest of Israel’s kings. 
The sons of Jesse were brought before Samuel, one 
by one, from the oldest to the youngest. As Samuel 
saw the stature of each son he thought surely this is 
the next king, but God said, “No” as each of the 
sons were brought to Samuel. After they had all 
been brought before Samuel he asked if there were 
any more sons because God had not chosen any of 
them. There was one more son but he was not even 
brought in from the field because he was too young 
and the thought of him as king was laughable.      
Finally they went and brought in the youngest,    
David, and he ended up being the one whom God 
had chosen. We have preconceived notions of what 
greatness is, and who is the right fit for this and for 
that. But God doesn’t see with human eyes and 
through the lens of human judgment. God sees into 
the heart. God calls us to the very things the world 
tells us we’re not capable of doing. 
Scripture: 1 Samuel 16:1-13 

August 28, 2016 
Topic: The Woman at the Well – There are several   
social barriers in this story. Jesus is a man and she is a 
woman. It was inappropriate for men to speak to women 
in public. She was a Samaritan, he was a Jew. There was 
a bitter prejudice dividing Jews and Samaritans. The     
woman was at the well by herself in the middle of the 
day, which suggests that she was an outcast in her town. 
She had five prior husbands and the current man she was    
living with was not even her husband. By the world’s 
standards this is the last person Jesus would have a life-
saving conversation with. The world would say, “Leave 
that woman alone, let her suffer the consequences of her 
own sins.” Yet Jesus offers her living water and she     
becomes one of the first women evangelists. Who are the 
people we judge who instead of judgment need living  
water? 
Scripture: John 4:1-26 


