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Thank You from Pastor Chris 
 

It is amazing how long six years can seem, but at the same 
time how fast those six years can go by. When I made the 
announcement that I was receiving a new appointment, I 
highlighted the wall that has pictures of all of CUMC’s senior 
pastors. There is a great history of some wonderful pastors 
represented there. I am humbled that my picture is there 
with them. Not only that, but realizing that my six years here 
is the second longest pastorate in the church’s history. Again, 
humbling. How do you sum up six years of ministry together 
in just a couple of paragraphs? I don’t think that you can. 
Instead, just a few words of thought. 
 

First of all, I want to say “Thank You”. Thank you to so many 
for the love and support over these last six years. Thank you 
for your faithfulness to this particular body of Christ. Thank 
you to the many wonderful staff that I have had the 
opportunity to work with. Thank you to the many volunteers 
who give so much of your time to “make disciples for the 
transformation of the world”. Thank you, all of you, for 
allowing me to be in ministry with you. 
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Writer, our monthly newsletter, can be 

found on our website at www.icumc.org. 

There is a lot of additional news and      

features on our church website as well.  

Weekly Worship &                

Sunday Morning Schedule 

Saturday 

5:30pm in Watson Chapel  

Sunday 

8:35am in the Sanctuary with Choir 

and Organ 

9:45am - Learning Opportunities and 

Sunday School 

10:55am in the Sanctuary with 

Praise Band 

10:55am in Kids Zone for Children’s 

Church 

Nursery Care is available during 

church services for infants through 3-

years old from 8:00am to 12:00pm 



Fair are the meadows,  
fairer still the woodlands, 

Robed in the blooming garb of spring; 

Jesus is fairer,  
Jesus is purer, 

Who makes the woeful heart to sing. 

Secondly, I do want to acknowledge 
that it hasn’t always been the 
smoothest. We have faced 
challenges, both from inside the 
church and from outside the church. 
We have weathered numerous 
conflicts and said goodbye to 
members that have passed on from 
this life or have moved to other 
churches. We have also struggled 
with change. But every church has 
difficulties. 
 

Finally, I want to acknowledge the 
many wonderful things that have 
happened over the last six years. We 
have welcomed many new members 
that have been active and vital to our 
ministry. We have paid off the 
mortgage and re-surfaced a parking 
lot. We’ve started a youth 
scholarship fund. We’ve begun 
partnership with the CSL food pantry. 
We have an incredible music ministry 
and many wonderful worship 
services. I could go on and on. 
 

Let me close by once again saying 
“thank you”. I pray that God will 
continue to bless you and your 
ministry with Pastor Mike Costanzo. 
 

Peace, 
 

Pastor Chris Williams 
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Grief Support Group 
Our next Grief Support Group meeting 

will be on Monday, June 13th at 2:00pm 

and Tuesday, June 14th at 7:00pm. 

Please choose which time best fits your 

schedule. Each session will last 1.5 

hours.  

Anyone who is dealing with grief or 

mourning in their life is invited to attend.  

These sessions are facilitated by Elaine 

and David Howlett. If you have any 

questions, please call Elaine at 417-291-

4642 or David at 417-291-3047. 

Christ Preschool 
Enrollment for Fall 2016 
We are now taking enrollment for our 
preschool program for the Fall of 2016. We 
take children 2-5 years old from 9:30am until 
noon two mornings a week (Monday/
Wednesday OR Tuesday/Thursday) OR three 
mornings a week (Monday/Wednesday/
Friday OR Tuesday/Thursday/Friday). 
 
For more information or a tour of the 
preschool, please contact Kathy Moxley at 
816-461-3393. You can also check out our 
websites at icumc.org or 
christearlylearningcenter.com. 

Youth News 
It’s been a busy few months in the life of the CUMC Youth! Another HUGE thank you to all who     
supported the Annual Dinner Theatre! With your contributions, we raised $2,700! All of those profits 
are going to mission trip expenses. We have a group of 11 youth and 4 adults traveling to                         
Indianapolis, IN the week of July 17. While we aren’t 100% certain what the mission tasks will be, we 
have a hunch they will involve some great community relations and give our group an opportunity to 
spread God’s love with the Indianapolis community! 

We are still in need of a 4th adult to accompany the youth. With Michelle and Logan expecting their 
baby the following month, they have opted out of chaperoning. We need a female over the age of 20 
who is already Safe Sanctuary certified or has the ability to become certified very soon. The fees for 
the chaperone are covered by the youth fund. Please contact Scott Cutshall if you are interested. 

June is the kick-off for summer with CUMC Youth! We invite all new sixth graders to join us for Youth 
Group and activities. If you do not already receive e-mails from Scott and Michelle, please don’t       
hesitate to contact either one of us to get on the list! We look forward to the big group that will be 
joining us! Also, like us on Facebook for updates on upcoming events. 



Pastors David & Bob Plan 
Continuity 
 

Our two Associate Pastors will help Pastor Chris and 
Pastor Mike in this transition time. David Howlett will 
bring the worship and message on the weekends of 
June 18/19 and July 2/3. Bob Hickman will bring the 
message on June 25/26. New Lead Pastor, Mike 
Costanzo, will begin his time in worship on July 10.  
 
Bob plans a message about our relationships with each 
other and with Jesus. Texts will be selected from John, 
Chapter 13 and a portion of Genesis, Chapters 37-50. 
The message title is “One Joe, One Grandma, and 
Many Stinky Feet”. 
 
 

Father’s Day - June 19, 2016 
 

Father’s Day in the church is complicated. The 
congregation will have many whose relationship with 
their fathers are good. Many in the congregation will 
carry disappointment or worse in their hearts toward 
their fathers. All human fathers will fall short of the 
compassion and example of our heavenly Father.  
 
The sermon title is “Good, Good Father” with Mark 
14:32-36 and John 17:20-26 as our text.  
 
Please join us this Sunday, with Pastor David, as we 
draw closer to God, our Abba Father. 
 
 

Save the Dates 
 
Mark your calendars for the upcoming children’s events 
in July: 
 
July 12-15 is Vacation Bible School from 9am until 
noon. 
 
July 25-29 is Creative Arts Camp from 5:30-8:45pm. 

History of Corsages 
for Missions of 

UMW 
 
Originally, fresh flower corsages 
were given to honor Conference 
and District officers of the 
Women’s Society of Christian 
Service. Due to the increasing 
cost, it was decided to place an 
urn on a table and the person 
honoring another would place a 
monetary gift in her name and the 
name of the honoree in the urn. 
 
In 1954, the Nebraska 
Conference began using a little 
white tag with a blue ribbon and 
blue lettering that said “Corsage 
for Missions”, which was pinned 
on the honoree by the donor of 
the gift for missions. The next 
year, colorful 6” ribbons on which 
were glued a paper cross or 
flower seal and the words 
“Corsage for Missions” were 
used.  
 
In the early 1960’s, the idea was 
promoted in the South Central 
jurisdiction. While the ribbons 
vary from Conference to 
Conference, the gifts to missions 
have all be above and beyond the 
regular giving of United Methodist 
Women. 
 
Corsages for Missions are 
corsages of double love and 
caring for the people around the 
world whose lives are changed by 
the missions we support and for 
the people at home who are 
loved and honored to wear the 
corsages. 
 
 

 
 


