
 

 

The Living Church 
 
What is the reputation of the church and especially our church.  The             
7 churches of Revelation are mention by John as representative of the   
churches in all the Roman empire.  The church at Sardis is thus described,  
“I know your deeds, you have a reputation of being alive, but you are dead.  
Wake up!!  Strengthen what remains and is about to die.” - verses 1-4. 
I especially like what John says about the church at Philadelphia in  
verses 8-11.  The church at Laodicea is very relevant to the American 
church.  We aspire to have big, comfortable facilities and a preacher that 
does not rock the boat.  Such was the situation in Laodicea.  See verses    
15-19.  CCC has a desire to be a church that would be greatly missed if it 
were to cease to exist.  We want to be an obedient, living church.   
 
The normal permanent attitude of a living church is therefore one of: 
 
1. Self-examination - faithfulness at the Lord’s Supper    
 A,  Old Testament  Psm.15:1 - Access to God’s approval & presence 
 B.  I Cor. 11:17-32 - Acknowledging God’s presence  
 
2. Self-criticism      I Cor. 11:31-34 
 A.  We must approach communion with genuine love for both God       
      and the brethren.  Matt. 22:38 
  1.  Avoids judgement of God 
  2.  Avoids discipline but accepts when given 
 
3. Confession    James 5:16 
 A.  Unconverted - Rom. 10:9 - Confess and believe   
 B.  Converted - I Jn. 1:8-2:2 - Confess and trust Christ’s intervention 
 
4. Repentance - II Cor. 7:10 
 A.  Godly sorrow must precede repentance 
 B.  In the parable of the prodigal son, the prodigal son came to his       
      senses, (Luke 15:17) repented and confessed. (15:21) 
 
5. Renewal - brings joy and happiness - we don’t avoid man or God, but     
      enjoy fellowship with both.   
 A.  There are living churches / there are dead churches   

Miss a message?  You can catch up at:  www.christscommunity.net/media 

1. Can a person be saved without repentance?  Luke 

13:3 

 

 

 

2.  How would you describe a dead church?  Live  

Church? 

 

 

 

3.  What is the “First Love” of a believer or a  

     congregation?  Rev. 2:4 

 

 

 

4.  How can a person living in poverty be rich?  Rev. 2:9 


