
 

 
Speaking the Truth During Persecution (Acts 6:8ff) 

 
The Bible uses a Greek verb meaning “to squeeze” to define persecution.   
 
The church abroad is suffering severe persecution but Americans are 
lucky that we still possess rights under the 1st Amendment to share the 
Good News of salvation through Jesus.   
 
There is a longstanding myth that persecution is good for the church but is 
that Biblical? Not necessarily! See Acts 9:31. 
 
Will American Christians face persecution? Probably and Scripture tells us 
to expect it. (John 15:18-25; 2 Tim. 3:12; etc.) 
 
King Jesus demands we never deny Him (Matt. 10:33) and that we will 
find ourselves in divine favor when we are mistreated on His behalf.  
(Matt. 5:11-12).   
 
We need to speak truth (Acts 5:29) and we are to pray for those who  
persecute us. (Matt. 5:44). 
 
Christians need to prepare now for what is likely to come.  While we will 
receive help from God when it happens ( Luke 12:11-12), we must        
discipline ourselves for the coming trials.  We must pray constantly, give 
generously, love inclusively, study diligently and worship mightily!  
 
In the end, we will do what we find most satisfying.  So, if our love of, faith 
in and loyalty to King Jesus is stronger than anything else, we will be able 
to faithfully serve Him and even praise Him in any context. 
 
Persecutors can take our health, freedom and even our lives but they   
cannot separate us from God’s love (Rom. 8:35-37) or eternal presence. 
(Matt. 28:20; Heb. 13:5-7).  
 
“Friendship with Jesus is costly.  Faith alone saves, but saving faith is  
never alone. It is always accompanied by great sacrifices for Christ’s 
sake.”  —Richard Wurmbrand.  

Miss a message?  You can catch up at:  www.christscommunity.net/media 

Read and discuss a story from Voice of the Martyrs 
at: https://www.persecution.com.    

 

 

 

 

 

 

What are the various actions Jesus commands us to 
take when we face persecution?  

 

 

 

 

 

 

How can we prepare for persecution? 
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