
 

 

1) When should we obey the government? 

 

 

 

 

2) When should we stand against it? Give 
specific examples of what could happen 
now or in the near future.  

 

 

 

 

3) How should we do so? Try to give     
specific examples.  

When Should Christians Disobey Their Government  
(Romans 13:1-7) 

 

Over the years many Christians have refused to disobey unjust government actions by pointing 
to Romans 13:1-7.   
 

But, there are other Biblical texts both in the Old Testament (see Exodus 1:17 and Daniel 3) and 
the New Testament (Acts 5:29 and Rev. 13:15) 
 

What do you do with these verses? One of my favorite apologetic websites (gotquestions.org), 
harmonizes these texts as follows: 

 Christians should resist a government that commands or compels evil and should 

work nonviolently within the laws of the land to change a government that permits 
evil. 

 Civil disobedience is permitted when the government’s laws or commands are in 

direct violation of God’s laws and commands. 
 If a Christian disobeys an evil government, unless he can flee from the govern-

ment, he should accept that government’s punishment for his actions. 
 Christians are certainly permitted to work to install new government leaders with-

in the laws that have been established. 
 

Lastly, Christians are commanded to pray for their leaders and for God to intervene in His time 
to change any ungodly path that they are pursuing: “First of all, then, I urge that entreaties and 
prayers, petitions and thanksgivings, be made on behalf of all men, for kings and all who are in 
authority, so that we may lead a tranquil and quiet life in all godliness and dignity” (1 Timothy 2:1
–2). 
 

When should we stand? When the Bible clearly commands us to do otherwise.  For example, 
Scripture is clear that Christians are to stand for the unborn (Ps. 139:13), for marriage (Matt. 
19:3-6) and for religious liberty (Acts 5:29).   
 

“…the demand for subjection is relative, not absolute. It depends on whether the demands of 
the governing authorities require us to disobey Jesus. If they do, we will not be subject at that 
point but will say with Peter, "We must obey God rather than men." We will honor God above the 
state.” John Piper  
 

For more see: Politics According to the Bible by Wayne Grudem (Zondervan 2010); Same-Sex Marriage: A 
Thoughtful Approach to God’s Design for Marriage by Sean McDowell & John Stonestreet (Baker 2014) 
and The Case for Life by Scot Klusendorf (Crossway 2009).   

Miss a message?  You can catch up at:  www.christscommunity.net/media 

http://gotquestions.org
http://biblia.com/bible/esv/1%20Tim%202.1%E2%80%932
http://biblia.com/bible/esv/1%20Tim%202.1%E2%80%932

