
 

 

Before you begin the discussion, read the following statement. 
  
Brennan Manning writes, "The single greatest cause of atheism in 
the world today is Christians, who acknowledge Jesus with their 
lips, then walk out the door, and deny Him by their lifestyle. That is 
what an unbelieving world simply finds unbelievable." 
  
Is Manning's statement a fair indictment of Christianity in general? 
Is it a fair indictment of your life specifically? 
  
If Christians would begin to pattern their lives after (love) agape, 
what would be the result? See Colossians 3:12-14.  
  
Historically, people are quick to take critical inventory of the lives of 
others rather than their own lives.  

 Is there ever a time when Christians should take critical          
inventory of the lives of others? Why or why not? Take the time 
to support your answer with scripture. Here's a couple of      
passages to get you started. (Galatians 6:1, Matthew 7:1-5) 

 Read Galatians 6:1-5. How does Paul's definition of agape in     
I Corinthians 13:5 ("it keeps no record of wrongs") help us in this 
area?  

Do you have any suggestions to offer to your group about how to 
not keep a record of the wrongs / sins of others? 
 
 

Love Does, Love Doesn’t 
I Corinthians 13:4-7 
 
Love gives because it loves to give, not out of a sense of praise it can have 
from showing itself off.                                                           (David Guzik) 
 
Love doesn’t… 

 envy - _____________________________________________ 
 boast - ______________________ 
 keep records of wrongs - ______________________________       

_____________________________ 
 delight in evil - ______________________________________ 

 
Love does… 

 always protects - _____________________________ 
 

Love covers; that is, it never proclaims the errors of good men. There are   
busybodies abroad who never spy out a fault in a brother but they must hurry 
off to their next neighbor with the savory news, and then they run up and down 
the street as though they had been elected  common criers. It is by no means 
honorable to men or women to set up to be common informers. Yet I know 
some who are not half so   eager to publish the gospel as to publish slander. 
Love stands in the presence of a fault, with a finger on her lip.                              
                   (Charles Haddon Spurgeon) 
 

 always trusts - ______________________________________       
___________________________ 

 always hopes - _____________________________________ 
       ___________________________ 
 always perseveres - _________________________________ 

 
Why doesn’t love keep a record of wrongs? _______________________ 
 

_____________________________________________________________. 
(Psalm 103:12, Isaiah 38:17, Isaiah 43:25, Micah 7:18-19,  
Romans 8:1, II Corinthians 5:19) 
 

Miss a message?  You can catch up at:  www.christscommunity.net/media 


