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The Gospel and Malachi

Malachi 1:6-11

Scholars break down these verses into: the accusation (v. 6); the motivation (vv. 7-8); and the verdict       
(vv. 9-11).  

“Sacrifice in the Old Testament was an act that involved offering to God the life of an animal. It expressed 
gratitude for God’s goodness or acknowledgment of sin. It was also associated with establishing a 
covenant.” Dictionary of Biblical Themes

God has the right to demand a life of perfect _______________________ and a perfect 
_______________________ for every sin.  How are you doing with that?
Fortunately Jesus lived a perfect life of obedience that He gives (or imputes) to His   believers (1 Cor. 1:30 
and 2 Cor. 5:21) and He also offered the perfect sacrifice for our sins (Rom. 3:25 and Hebrews 10:10-14).  

Does that mean we no longer need to sacrifice for God? Yes and no. 

Matthew 7:21 teaches that just because a person calls himself or herself a Christian doesn’t mean they are 
for they must also ________________.  

How is this possible? Matthew 13:44-46. 

“Cheap grace is the preaching of forgiveness without requiring repentance, baptism without church 
discipline, Communion without confession, absolution without personal confession. Cheap grace is grace 
without discipleship, grace without the cross, grace without Jesus Christ, living and incarnate.

Costly grace is the treasure hidden in the field; for the sake of it a man will go and sell all that he has. It is 
the pearl of great price to buy which the merchant will sell all his goods. It is the kingly rule of Christ, for 
whose sake a man will pluck out the eye which causes him to stumble; it is the call of Jesus Christ at which 
the disciple leaves his nets and follows him.”  Dietrich Bonhoeffer  The Cost of Discipleship. 

“Wicked men obey from _____________; good men, from _____________.”  Augustine.

It is because Jesus has done everything to save us that we can sacrifice everything for Him. 

“No reserve—no retreats—no regrets” William Borden on his death bed (1913).  


