
The Gospel and The Resurrection
Matthew 28:1-15

“If Jesus rose from the dead, then you have to accept all that he said; if he didn’t rise from the dead, 
then why worry about any of what he said? The issue on which everything hangs is not whether or 
not you like his teaching but whether or not he rose from the dead.” (Tim Keller)

Why is the resurrection so important?
• The resurrection validates Jesus as ________________ and ___________ (Romans 1:4)
• The resurrection is the _______________________ of Christianity (I Corinthians 15:17-19)
• The resurrection is necessary for ________________________ (Romans 10:9)

“The resurrection of Jesus is the key to all the promises of Christianity. None of the promises of 
eternal life with a loving God have any meaning unless the resurrection actually occurred. Christianity 
is just another pretty story of hope without substance unless Christ really died and rose again from 
the grave to defeat death and to demonstrate that, through him, we can do the same thing. To put it 
bluntly, Christianity is worthless unless the resurrection is objectively true—a real event that actually 
happened at a given time and in an identifiable place in world history.”  (Josh McDowell)

Is it reasonable to believe in the resurrection?
• ________________________________ (I Corinthians 15:1-8)

• _____________________________________________________
o Based on the writings of Josephus (AD37-100), Thallus (AD5-60), Tacitus (AD56-117), 

and Phlegon (AD80-140) we find the following about Jesus:
* Lived in Judea   * A virtuous man
* Had wondrous power  * Could predict the future
* Was “Wise King” of the Jews * Accused by Jewish leaders
* Crucified by Pilate   * Earthquake at the time of crucifixion
* Darkness at crucifixion  * Reportedly rose after death
* Believed to be the Messiah * Called “The Christ”
* Followers called “Christians” * A “superstition” spread

• ________________________________________
o What made Jesus’ followers go from Matthew 27:56 and Mark 15:50-51 to Acts 5:27-32, 

40-42?

• _________________________________ 
o What sets these individuals apart from others who have died for “religious” reasons? 

(9/11 Terrorists, Heaven’s Gate, etc)


