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THE GOSPEL & PRE-DESTINATION

Predestination is clearly taught in Scripture (Romans 8:30; Ephesians 1:4-5, 11, etc.) but what are we to make of it?

CALVINISM’S TULIP
T: Total depravity – Every facet of every person everywhere has been marred by sin    (Rom. 8:7-8; 1 Cor. 2:14; Eph. 2:1-2, etc.)
U: Unconditional election – God chooses those to be saved based solely on His will (John 6:37-39, 65).  
L: Limited atonement – Christ died only for the elect (John 10:11-18).
I:  Irresistible grace – The elect cannot resist God’s call to salvation (Eph. 2:1).
P: Perseverance of the saints – The elect cannot lose their salvation (1 Cor. 1:8).

ARMINIANISM’S DAISY
D: Diminished depravity – Humanity is depraved, but God uses the Spirit through the preaching of the Gospel to restore man’s ability to respond to Him (Rom. 1:16).
A: Abrogated election – God bases His election on His foreknowledge of those who freely choose Him         (1 Peter 1:2).
I:  Impersonal atonement – Christ died for everyone, making salvation possible for everyone   (John 3:16-17; 1 Tim. 2:3-6).
S: Sedentary grace – God calls everyone to salvation, but many freely reject it (Acts 7:51)
Y: Yieldable justification – The saved can fall from grace and lose their salvation (1 Cor. 15:2). 

MOLINISM’S ROSES
R: Radical depravity – Every aspect of humanity is depraved, but we are not always as bad as we could be     (see Cornelius in Acts 10).
O: Overcoming grace – God’s grace is persistent in the life of the believer, but it can be resisted (Acts 7:51).
S: Sovereign election – God desires the salvation of all, but our salvation is based on His choice not ours     (John 6:37-39, 65; Eph. 1:4-5, etc.).
E: Eternal life – God grants believers eternal security in their salvation (1 Cor. 1:8).
S: Singular redemption – Christ died sufficiently for all people, but efficiently only for the saved (John 3:16-18).

Calvinists argue that God owes everyone eternal punishment but, in love, graciously chooses to save some even though, in their sin, they do not want to be saved. 

Arminians and “Calminians” maintain that love minus respect is no longer love for, to quote C.S. Lewis, “Merely to override a human will…would be for Him useless.  
He cannot ravish.  He can only woo.”        The Screwtape Letters

Regardless of whether God foresaw your choice or made His own despite you or both, God loves you so much that He lived, died and will return for you to be with 
you forever.  This is a love that can change you, change this community and even change the world. 

 


