
 

 K I N G D O M  
The Painful Legacy of Christian Pride  

Matthew 18:1-9 
 
 
 
The point of Matthew 18:1-9 is not whether someone has caused       
another to sin but whether a __________________ has caused another 
___________________ to leave the faith.  
 
Lewis Smedes, “Every time you meet a new person, you are              
unconsciously wondering, ‘How can this person contribute to my need to 
prove that I count.’ Life becomes a constant battle to use people to    
bolster your own self.”  
 
The problem for both Non-Christians and Christians is _____________. 
 
“Pride gets no pleasure out of having something, only out of having 
more of it than the next man. We say that people are proud of being 
rich, or clever, or good-looking, but they are not. They are proud of     
being richer, or cleverer, or better-looking than others. If everyone else 
became equally rich, or clever, or good-looking there would be nothing 
to be proud about. It is the comparison that makes you proud: the   
pleasure of being above the rest.”              C.S. Lewis Mere Christianity 
 
That’s us but what does the Bible call believers to be?  
 
Humility and gentleness are commanded by God to 
His believers approximately __________ times in the Bible. But how do 
we achieve it? 
 
 
In the grand scope of things, there is _______________ and there is 
everyone else.  There is no place for position and, therefore, there is no 
place for pride.   
 
 
True humility comes through understanding who God is and who you 
are and what the Good News of Jesus means.  
 
Jesus died for you, not another you, not a more powerful you, not a    
better looking you but you! You need to accept who God is and who you 
are so that you can be humble and gentle. Only then can you serve with 
love and reach those in need. 

 

 

1. How do Christians keep others from coming to 

the faith? 

 

 

 

 

2. What tempts Christians to be prideful? 

 

 

 

 

 

3. How can Christians do a better job of keeping 

people open to the Good News of Jesus Christ? 


