
 

 K I N G D O M  

The Parable of Two Sons 
Matthew 21:28-32 

 

Parables were an effective teaching tool often used by Jesus.  To 
understand them it is essential to determine a few things.  Such 
as, Who were the listeners?; What was the topic being  
discussed?; To Whom was the story directed?  We are fortunate 
because each of these questions are easily answered. 
 

I. Answers to the three questions. 
 A. The listeners were people gathered in the temple -        
      among them were the disciples of Jesus and the Jewish       
      religious leaders.  Matt 21:20, 23 
 B. The topic under discussion was the nature of God’s 
      Kingdom and who would and how to enter His kingdom.   
      Matt. 21:31 
 C. The story was directed toward the religious leaders - 
      Pharisees, Sadducees, Scribes and Elders.  Matt. 21:45 
 

II. What are the barriers to Repentance? 
 A.  Pretense and __________________ is difficult to admit.  
       Matt. 23:13 
 B.  ___________________is difficult to break. Matt. 15:3, 6 
 C.  ____________ in self-righteousness is deceiving.  
      Luke 18:11-14 
 

III. Lessons learned from the parable 
 A.  Religious ______________ isn’t as important as  
      _________________________. 
 B.  Jesus and John the Baptist preached the same  
       message.  Matt. 1:4-5, Luke 3:3 
  1.  Preach the message   Mark 1:4 
  2.  Believe the message   Rom. 10:10 
  3.  Repentance from sins   Mark 1:4 
  4.  Confession of sin   Mark 1:5 
  5.  Baptism or immersion in water  Mark 1:8 
 C.  Evaluate yourself _______________       I Cor. 11:26-29 
 D. Believers in Jesus are required to BE the church and 
      not just GO to church. 
 

CONCLUSION:  The 21st Century church is rich and in need 
of nothing but is spiritually impoverished.  Rev. 3:14-15   We have 
enrolled instead of converted its membership.  The power of the 
Holy Spirit is absent and the church is without testimony.  Where 
do we stand? 

1. How important is “your word” to your 

Christian witness? 

 

2.  What must the church do to expand     

 her influence in culture? 

 

3.  How can a person “know” that they 

 will go to heaven when they die? 

 

4.  What does it mean - BE - the 

 church? 

 

5.  Should Christ followers be active in    

 politics? 


