
 

 KINGDOM  CITIZENS  
Persecuted for Righteousness Sake 

 
Blessed are those who are persecuted because of righteousness, for theirs is the      king-
dom of heaven. Blessed are you when people insult you, persecute you and falsely say all 
kinds of evil against you because of me. Rejoice and be glad, because great is your  re-
ward in heaven, for in the same way they persecuted the prophets who were  before you.             
                   -Jesus (Matthew 5:10-12) 
 
Rome had successfully marginalized Christianity with an assault of accusations. As a re-
sult, the brutal persecution of Christians found acceptance in the Roman world.   

 _____________________________ 
 __________________________________________ 
 ____________________ 
 __________________________________________ 
 ____________________________ 
 __________________________________________ 

 
Persecution is _______________________ 

 Jesus (John 15:18-16:4) 
 Paul (Philippians 1:29-30, II Timothy 3:10-13) 
 Peter (I Peter 4:12-16) 

 
Jesus said, “Whoever does not take up their cross and follow me is not worthy of me” (Matt 
10:38). Somehow when I read those words from Matthew the first time, I thought, “Wow, 
look at what those disciples and first century believers had to go through! They had to be 
willing to die on a cross. I’m glad those days are over!” 
 
Wrong! Did I think that just because I live in America that I would never be faced with the 
possibility of dying for my faith? Because we have the strongest military in the world, that 
option was off the table? 
 
No, friend, that option has always been on the table - whether we knew it or not. So    be-
fore you leave, it’s probably time to settle this in your soul, once and for all. Take some 

time to let God search your heart. Then answer: 

 Am I willing to suffer for Jesus? 

 Am I willing to die for Jesus? 

For you as a believer - if you answer “yes” to these two questions - this is a spiritual game 

changer. Everything will be different now. 

-Tom Doyle (Killing Christians) 

www.facebook.com/8thirty8 

 

Read the following passages and discuss the main message 
being communicated to followers of Jesus. John 8:23, 15:19, 
17:6, 17:14, 18:36, Philippians 3:20-21, I John 2:15.   
 

Rick listed the accusations Rome levied against Christians lead-
ing up to horrific persecution. What accusations does the world 
levy against Christians today? How do these accusations create 
an atmosphere of hatred toward Christians? 
  
Persecution is not a thing of the past. It is prevalent in our world 
today. Your brothers and sisters in Christ are being tortured and 
killed for the sake of Christ. Do we have a responsibility to our 
persecuted brothers and sisters? 
  
The church in countries where persecution is rampant is grow-
ing. The church in America is in decline. Why do you think this is 
so? 
  
Read the following from Wilbur Reese:  
I would like to buy $3 worth of God, please. 
Not enough to explode my soul or disturb my sleep, but just 
enough to equal a cup of warm milk or a snooze in the sun-
shine. 
I don't want enough of Him to make me love a black man or pick 
beets with a migrant. 
I want ecstasy, not transformation. 
I want the warmth of the womb not a new birth. 
I want about a pound of the eternal in a paper sack. 
I'd like to buy $3 worth of God, please. 
Think about this question: How can you avoid persecution? 
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