
The Evangelical Church  
(John 17:14-16 and Romans 12:2) 

 

After the Reformation returned the church to the authority of the Bible, a rebellion took place in which 
the scientific method and human philosophy began to be placed as the judge of God’s Word.  This 
rebellion eventually infected the church with many denominations caving into the culture.  The Bible 
was viewed as a human book with errors and miracles were downplayed or dismissed.  Institutions 
that were founded to train men to preach the Gospel fell into the hands of secularism including      
Harvard, Yale and Princeton.  
 

Conservative Christians responded to the “modernists” (or liberals) with a series of  booklets that,  
collectively, were known as “The Fundamentals.”  Christians who  subscribed to the teaching found in 
those booklets, which defended the faith as held by the early church and the Reformers, came to be 
known as “fundamentalists.” 
 

The liberals dominated the media, the mainline denominations (such as the PC—USA, the Episcopal 
Church, the Disciples of Christ, etc.) and the most prestigious universities and seminaries.  The     
fundamentalists responded by hiding and becoming    increasingly legalistic (i.e., adding rules to the 
Christian life that are not necessarily found in the  Bible).  A number of preachers (such as Billy     
Graham) and young Christian scholars  (such as Carl F.H. Henry) challenged fundamentalists to    
engage the culture while holding to the fundamentals of their faith, these men started a movement 
known today as “Evangelicalism.”   
 

The evangelicals had Scripture on their side (John 17:14-16; Romans 12:2; 2 Cor. 10:5; Phil. 4:8, 
etc.). They encouraged pastors to be well trained & committed to study, to train their church in the 
faith, then send them out into the world to be “salt and light”  (Matt. 5:13-16).  Today, however,    
evangelicalism is in trouble!  
 

Evangelicalism has been too focused on numbers, “easy believism,” emotionalism, consumerism and 
entertainment. As a result, 7/10 young people will leave the faith and the average Christian does not 
share the Gospel.  It is time to get back to our roots!   
 

“If I see aright, the cross of popular evangelicalism is not the cross of the New Testament. It is, rather, 
a new bright ornament upon the bosom of a self-assured and carnal Christianity. The old cross slew 
men, the new cross entertains them. The old cross condemned; the new cross amuses. The old cross 
destroyed confidence in the flesh; the new cross encourages it.”                      A.W. Tozer 


