
REDEMPTION 
 
Justification involves propitiation: A sacrifice that bears God’s wrath to the end and 
in so doing changes God’s wrath toward us into favor. (see 1 John 4:10).  It also  
involves expiation, which is the cleansing of the stain of sin and guilt (1 John 1:7, 9; 
Hebrews 9:14, etc.)  
 
We then begin the process of sanctification, which is “A progressive work of God 
and man that makes us more and more free from sin and more like Christ in our 
actual lives.” Grudem (see Romans 6:11-14).     
 
“Jesus is a complete savior.  He does not merely take away the guilt of a believer’s 
sin.  He does more—He breaks its power (1 Peter 1:2; Rom. 8:29; Eph. 1:4 Heb. 
12:10).”  J.C. Ryle Holiness  
 
This work of growing in holiness is primarily the work of the Holy Spirit  
(2 Thessalonians 2:13) but while it is (or should be) progressive, we do not reach 
perfection until Christ’s return (1 John 3:2).  This means the teaching of a “second 
work,” which makes a person sinless, is not a Biblical doctrine (Hebrews 10:14).  
 
This work demands getting your priorities right! It means making prayer, worship, 
Bible study, giving (wisely!) and caring for others as well as setting appropriate 
boundaries without hiding from the world (John 17:14-15).   
 
“…never be so engrossed with time that (you) neglect the things of eternity.”  
 Valley of Vision  
 
Keep the examples of Olympic runner, missionary and martyr Eric Liddell in mind 
but remember he was a “saint” not just because of what he did but because of the 
Spirit working in him—the same Spirit that works in all true believers!  
 
Keep also the example of the late Dr. Harold Ockenga in mind to avoid becoming 
too proud of your growth in holiness.  
 
C.T. Studd was a wealthy, famous athlete who gave away his entire fortune and 
wrote, “Two little lines I heard one day, traveling along life’s busy way, bringing  
conviction to my heart, and from my mind would not depart; Only one life, twill soon 
be past, only what’s done for Christ will last.” Amen.  
 
Recommended Reading: Holiness by J.C. Ryle 


