
What Do We Mean When We Say God? 
 
 

Pew Research found that while 80% of Americans believe in a “higher power,” only 
56% believe in the God of the Bible. Only 27% believe God is in control (Pew     
Research 04/25/18).   
 

In his 1985 book “Habits of the Heart,” Robert Bellah described “Sheilaism” or the 
belief that a person is justified in believing whatever he or she wants and taking 
any doctrines from any religion or philosophy and mixing them together as long as 
it helps them to be happy and a “good person.”   
 

Notre Dame sociologist Christian Smith found that among people 50 and under, the 
majority of those who believe in God subscribe to “Moralistic Therapeutic Deism” or 
God wants us to behave and be happy but doesn’t really care about our day-to-day 
lives.  
 

What does the Bible say about God? 
 

God possesses some attributes that we see glimpses of in our day-to-day lives: 
Wisdom (Rom. 16:27), truthfulness (Numbers 23:19), love      (1 John 4:8), mercy 
(Exodus 34:6), jealousy (Exodus 34:14), wrath (Rom. 1:18), power (Gen. 18:14), 
etc.  
 

But God also possesses some attributes that we do not see in our ordinary  
existence: true independence (Acts 17:24-25), unchangeableness (Mal. 3:6),  
eternal (Exodus 3:14), omnipresence (Psalm 139:7-10), three-in-one  
(Luke 3:21-23), and pure holiness (Isa. 6:3), etc.  
 

“We can know God truly but not wholly.” J.I. Packer  
 

God is surrounded by mystery but He has given us His word so that we can know 
what we need to know to have a saving relationship with Him in which we worship 
Him and Him alone and serve Him with joy.  
 

If God is small enough for us to understand, He wouldn’t be big enough for us to 
worship. How big is your God? 
 

“For men have no taste for [God’s power] till they are convinced of their need of it 
and they immediately forget its value unless they are conditionally reminded by 
awareness of their own weakness.” —John Calvin 


