
The 7 Churches of Revelation  
(Rev. 2:18-29) 

  
Jesus had a lot of praise for the Church at Thyatira but He also had  one criticism—
they tolerated sexual immorality (Rev. 2:18-29). 
  
Prostitution and adultery were widely accepted in the Roman empire.  As such, it 
was one of the biggest problems early church leaders faced (1 Tim. 3:2).   
  
According to the Greek statesman Demosthenes, every male citizen of the ancient 
world had a wife, mistress and a favorite prostitute.   
  
Prostitution was such a part of Roman culture that when Caesar Augustus out-
lawed adultery, he clarified that he did not consider prostitution to be infidelity.  
  
In the church today, Christians face a different form of culturally acceptable sexual 
immorality—sex before marriage and pornography.   
  
According to Gallup, close to 70% of Americans find it morally acceptable to have 
sex before marriage.  A record high 36% of Americans find nothing morally wrong 
with pornography.  
  
According to the Huffington Post, the porn industry makes more money than      
professional football, baseball and basketball combined.  Focus on the Family     
estimates that an American’s first exposure to pornography today is approximately 
at age 8.  At any given time, it is estimated that more than 30 million are watching 
pornography. An estimated 10% of Americans are addicted to pornography. It      
accounts for 35% of all internet downloads. It accounts for more revenue than room 
service at hotels in America.   
  
It is a problem with believers as well. Focus on the Family has stated 20% of all 
their counseling calls concern porn or sex addiction.   
  
Porn is not harmless—Five porn “stars” have died in the last three months from  
suicide or overdose and an estimated 66% of those in “the industry” have STDs.    
It also has been proven to decrease brain cells and decrease marital fidelity.   
  
“God does not ‘hate’ sex; he hates faithless sex…but he loves faithful sexual       
expressions in the context of marriage.”              - Heath Lambert 


