
 1. Is America a Christian nation? Why or why not? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

2.  Can a Christian be loyal to Christ and be a patriotic             
American? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

3.  What civic duties, if any,  do we as Christians have toward 

our country?  
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Is America a Christian Nation?  
 

Is America a Christian nation? It depends what a person means 
when they ask that question.  Are the majority of Americans       
Christian? No.  Has America always acted Christ like? No.   
 
However, did the Founding Fathers desire this to be a Christian    
nation? Pretty much!   
 
For example, (1) Benjamin Franklin called for prayer during the  
Constitutional Convention; (2) Thomas Jefferson allowed church  
services to be held in the Capital and even had the Marine Corp 
band help lead worship! (3) While various Founding Fathers often 
toyed with novel theological ideas, the overwhelming majority  
believed Christianity was vital to the independence and prosperity of 
the nation.  John Adams wrote, “The general principles on which the 
fathers achieved independence were the general principles of  
Christianity. I will avow that I then believed, and now believe, that 
those general principles of Christianity are as eternal and immutable 
as the existence and attributes of God.”   
 
But, can a Christian be a patriot? Some Christians argue one cannot 
be loyal to the Kingdom of God and be loyal to a nation.  That is a 
logical fallacy known as a “false dichotomy” or false choice.  After all, 
can’t one be loyal to Christ and his or her spouse? Of course! 
 
The Apostle Paul boldly proclaimed his own Roman citizenship    
(Acts 22:28) and urged Christians to be good citizens  
(Romans 13:1-7 and 1 Tim. 2:1-2).   
  
Yet, we may have to stand up at times to our own government and 
protest actions that violate the Word of God just as the abolitionists 
did in fighting slavery and civil rights leaders did in opposing racism 
(see Daniel 3:16-18; Acts 5:29 and Rev. 2:1-3:22).   
 
In the end, Christians are called to: (1) be good citizens who seek  
the welfare of their nation (Jer. 29:7); (2) pray for our elected leaders 
(1 Tim. 2:1-2); (3) protest when any government policy violates the 
Word of God (Acts 5:29) and. most importantly of all, (4) make  
disciples (Matt. 28-16-20).   


