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 Kathy and I, like most parents, named both of our daughters, but I also affectionately called them 

by other names… I’m not going to tell you what I called them because that might impact daughter and 

Daddy relationships, if you know what I mean! But the point is this: in a similar way that we 

affectionately call people by terms of endearment or other descriptions that uniquely fit them, so also we 

can understand that while God’s Son was named Jesus, He was called Immanuel—which means “God 

with us.”  

 How wonderfully significant this three-word description of Jesus: GOD with us… Not an angel 

with us. Not a presence, not a prophet or an advisor with us, but “GOD with us.” In the original language 

of the bible that phrase reads “with us THE God.” The definite article “the” makes it such that the God 

with us in Jesus is thee Only Creator, Almighty God.   The God who created you and all things came in 

human flesh in Jesus, born to Mary and Joseph in Bethlehem. And the bible explains Jesus’ deity when it 

says things like: In Jesus all the fullness of God was pleased to dwell. (Col 1:19) That Jesus is the 

radiance of the glory of God and the exact imprint of God’s nature. (Heb 1:3) For anyone seeking God, 

the baby in the manger: Jesus, is THEE one and only GOD come right to where we live. God came in 

Jesus as opposed to you finding God.   

 And the God come in Jesus did not just come close to us. Jesus is not God in an object, or God 

watching us from a distance. But Jesus is THE God WITH us—“among us;” God “in the same company 

of us.” In human form Jesus came right into the midst of human existence to be God where all of the 

good, the bad, and the ugly of life happen. Jesus is God WITH us on a good day; WITH us on a lousy 

day. WITH us in plenty; WITH us in want. WITH us when we are well; WITH us when we are not well.  

WITH us when we are employed; WITH us when we are not. WITH us when we are in His will; WITH 

us when we are running away from Him and His will. One of the last things Jesus said to his disciples 

while on this earth was: And behold, I am with you always, to the end of the age. By God’s Word and 

Spirit, Jesus is still WITH us. 

 …with US.  Can you grasp the magnitude of this: the Creator with the created, the Almighty with 

the weak? The perfect with the flawed.  The Holy with the unholy.  God did not make you and then send 

on your way with a divine, good luck swat on your behind to do the best you can, as God went away to 

occupy the heavens with never a thought, care, or affection toward who or what He had made. O no! In 

Jesus God is with US. In Jesus God came to those He made.  God came to US who disobey His word; 

God came to US who choose to do life our way as opposed to the way and terms God set up when God 

created everything. In Jesus God came to US who eventually killed His Son. God came to US who keep 

turning away from HIM time after time, as if we know how to do life better then God does.  The Word 

became flesh and made his dwelling among US.  (John 1:14) Amazing! Astonishing! Jesus is the GOD 

WITH US! But, how? HOW is God with us in Jesus? 

 First, and most essential, is that in Jesus, God is with us savingly.  It’s a rather bold part of the 

Christmas story: when God told Joseph to continue the betrothal to Mary and to take her for his wife, God 

also told Joseph “the baby in Mary is from the Holy Spirit. She will give birth to a son, and you (Joseph) 

are to give him the name Jesus, because he will save his people from their sins.”  The primary point of 

God in coming to us in Jesus was for Jesus to save his people from their sins.  

 I remember reading some time ago that the story of Christmas can be told in 3 seconds. The story 

of Christmas is: “Christ Jesus came into the world to save sinners.” (Blanchard) – “Jesus came to solve 
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our greatest problem (sin), and to bring us into a living relationship with God that will enrich our lives 

here and now, and transform them in heaven forever.”  

 Whether people know it or not, our greatest moral problem today is not what we do, but it is what 

we are. (Blanchard) For what we do is an outcome of what we are. And what we are naturally, is a people 

who in ourselves, by ourselves, keep missing the intention of God. We keep behaving as if we can 

naturally work our way into being good enough for God, and along the way change and or fix ourselves, 

our families, our society, our government, our economy, the world, and even the church for good. But 

ultimately we cannot. For even if you say “but, I only messed up once, or a little,” that still makes us 

guilty before God, who requires righteous perfection, which in ourselves, by ourselves, no human is or 

can achieve.     

 BUT, in Jesus, Immanuel, God is with us savingly. In the words of another, in the life and work of 

Jesus while he was here on earth, “Jesus became as accountable for people’s sins as if he Himself had 

committed them, and He paid in full the penalty we deserved.” In Jesus, the penalty deserved for sin and 

for missing God’s intention has been paid, and instead we have in Jesus God’s forgiveness. So as you put 

faith in Jesus and what He has done, forgiveness is not a one and done but Jesus continues to savingly 

work in your life as regards every small and big way that sin continues to try to undo or defeat you. In 

Jesus, God is continually with us to bring order to disorder, wholeness and joy into sickness and despair, 

protection in the midst of danger, provision in the midst of scarcity, and comfort in the midst of grief. The 

fact that Jesus is the Savior born to you, means that there is no experience or time when you are outside 

what Jesus has done and is still doing to save you completely. So first thing as to how God is with us in 

Jesus is that God is with us savingly. 

 Second, in Jesus, God is with us sovereignly. Now, this is probably one of the more difficult 

things for us to accept about God. But it essentially means that God is with us as God determines, and not 

as we think or even expect God to be with us. It means that God is with us in what is good and pleasant in 

our lives, and that God is also with us in the storms, in the not-so-good-times in our lives.  

 When Joseph learned that Mary his betrothed—his fiancé was with child, not by him, before their 

marriage, it was a devastating thing. Not only was it personally disappointing, but it was a violation of the 

traditions and terms of Joseph’s beliefs. It all had the potential to be quite destructive in Joseph’s personal 

life and in their life together if the relationship continued. Joseph considered walking away from Mary, 

away from everything. And I think we can understand that because storms of life often press us to act out 

of our resourcefulness, our solutions, our ways of thinking and doing things. We often become quite 

frantic, trying to sort things out and make decisions, wondering if and how God is in the horrible, 

disappointing times and events.  

 And yet, in Jesus God is with us, not because the circumstances are favorable, but with us 

sovereignly, with us on God’s terms, working in all things for good to those who love God and are called 

according to God’s purpose. We may not always experience God with us sovereignly as pleasant or 

beneficial—but that God is with us sovereignly means that God rules and God determines, for our good 

and His glory, all the time, everywhere, forever. It means life is not a chance event! In Jesus, the God is 

with us savingly and sovereignly.  

 And lastly, know that in Jesus, God is with us steadfastly. Nothing in life or in death, the Bible 

says, can separate from the love of God those who are in Christ Jesus. O, it may appear from time to time 

in our life that God stepped out and missed something important, leaving you with feelings of loss and 

anger. BUT, know that God is for you and with you, with a love that will not let you go. The cross of 
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Jesus proved the steadfast love of the Lord. You have God’s word that in Jesus He is at work in you with 

a purpose of making you perfect for the last day. Jesus himself said, “And this is the will of (God the 

Father) who sent me, that I shall lose none of all that he has given me, but raise them up at the last day.  

For my Father’s will is that everyone who looks to the Son and believes in him shall have eternal life, and 

I will raise him up at the last day.” (John 6:39,40) While the finishing and perfecting work of Jesus in 

you may be difficult and trying at times, know and believe that God never quits on those who are His own 

by faith in Jesus. Jesus is working and will keep working steadfastly to bring His own safely home at last.   

 From a human point of view, there is and always will be a lot of mystery and miracle around the 

story of the birth of Jesus.  But remember, it all happened to fulfill what the Lord said:  that the virgin will 

be with child and will give birth to a son, and they will call him Immanuel—which means, GOD… 

WITH…US… God’s Son Jesus is this Immanuel—God with us! In Jesus, God is with us savingly—to 

forgive and save people from sin… In Jesus, God is with us sovereignly—to accomplish in our lives what 

pleases and honors God the most… And in Jesus, God is with us steadfastly—to finally and fully bring us 

perfect and holy, forever to God.   

 These are truths about Jesus and His coming that are reasons why you should trust Jesus and 

follow Him. Jesus IS God with us, and with us in precisely all the ways that every single person needs in 

order to know God, and to live with and for God. So put faith in Jesus, and know the wonder and blessing 

of God being with you always, everywhere, and forever. Thank you God for Jesus! Glory to God in the 

highest!  Amen! 


