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 So by now, not only from these weekly sermons, but possibly in Christmas cards and 

perhaps in song, you have heard or read the words from the Bible: and his name shall be called 

Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace? During this Advent season we 

have been studying this string of words that describes Jesus. This morning we focus on “Mighty 

God.” In the Hebrew it is the phrase “el gibbor”, which means “powerful God; and by implication it 

can mean “warrior or champion God.”  King David used the same word in answer to the question 

Who is this King of glory? The LORD, strong and mighty, the LORD, mighty in battle! (Ps 24:8) 

 As I began my preparation of this message I found myself wondering who or what it is, if 

anything, that people today consider and trust to be “mighty?” While power and position seem to be 

important, people appear to be confused or suspect about what “mighty” rightly looks like, and 

whether it is a good thing or not. Is it something that we even care about anymore? It’s difficult in 

our culture today to talk about whom or what is mighty for fear of militaristic overtones—we don’t 

want to come across as too aggressive or hawkish. However, we live in a time when superheroes 

abound and even multiply. So, you have to wonder if there is a correlation of some kind between 

people unable to identify what is truly and rightly mighty, and yet this staggering growth of fictional 

mighty figures. Are there so many ninjas and superheroes because as much as we may think and act 

otherwise, we really do need a Mighty One? 

 Isaiah announced the coming of One—not many, but ONE, who is “mighty God.” The phrase 

“mighty God” clearly affirms deity assigned to the child born and the son given. Isaiah did not set 

out to prove the child born and the son given to be God, but simply called him by the same 

designation that Isaiah used for God throughout the writing of his prophecy. In the NT the writer of 

the letter to the Hebrews confirmed the deity of the Son saying: He is the radiance of the glory of God 

and the exact imprint of his nature, and he upholds the universe by the word of His power. (1:3) 

 And yes, the phrase “mighty God” has warfare and battle imagery associated with it. It’s so 

important and even necessary that the superior power and images of warrior be all wrapped 

together in the phrase “mighty God”, who the Bible says is the child born and the son given, even 

Jesus.  It might help you to think about this phrase “mighty God” along the lines of the way Aslan in 

C.S. Lewis’ Chronicles of Narnia is described: that “He is not a tame lion.  But He is good.”  

 For God’s people, when Isaiah made the announcement of this coming child, their concern 

might have been: is He mightier than the Assyrian army?  Is He more powerful than our being taken 

away from our land into exile? Is He more powerful than these terrible life conditions? For you and 

me it might be, is He more powerful than our uncertainties?  Is He more powerful than the fear and 

sometimes terror that marks and threatens us and our existence today?  Is He more powerful than 

the worries, the decisions, the diseases, the addictions, the tragedies that affect me and my loved-

ones?  

 Anyone who knows anything about Jesus can probably recall a miracle or two that Jesus 

performed that would most certainly speak of the powerful measure of His might. The healings 

Jesus performed; the feeding of thousands He executed from two loaves and fishes.  Casting demons 

out of the possessed. Changing water into wine; calming raging storms, and raising the dead.  These 

actions are remarkable demonstrations of Jesus’ power and might, and yet, never meant to be 

merely sensational. There were meant and still mean to reveal the ultimate authority and 
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unmatched glory of God, to the end of our faith in Him and repentance. This is what Jesus was 

talking about in those few verses I read from Matthew’s Gospel when he denounced several cities, 

where most of his mighty works had been done, because they did not repent (11:20). The mighty 

works of Jesus always mean to lead to our faith in Him and repentance.  

 There is one event however, that singly settles everything as regards the supremacy of Jesus’ 

might and deity.  It is the event that we celebrate every time we come to the table of our Lord.  For 

at His table we take into our hands the bread and the cup, to remind us of Jesus’ body and blood 

given in death and resurrection for the forgiveness of sin. We commune with Jesus, and not ONLY 

remember, but are confronted with “Mighty God” for the purpose of our spiritual renewal by thee 

ONE who is truly powerful, strong, brave, and mighty God. 

 For many people the remedy to sin and its challenges in life is not Mighty God, but “Mighty 

Me”, myself and I. We are inclined to think and act as though “I can handle this, I can do this, I can 

get through this.” Or, sometimes if it’s not “mighty me”, it’s “mighty we”—we are inclined to think 

other people can change my life, keep me straight, save me from trouble. Yes, individuals can be 

incredibly strong and resourceful; and certainly we are to live in relationship with one another. But 

beloved, we cannot make life really work as God intended without Mighty God, without Jesus to 

save us from sin, for life in the light and love of God. And neither “me” nor “we” can do that.  Only 

Jesus, El Gibbor. 

 In the words of another, in Jesus the “Warrior God, the captain of our salvation would take 

the field at Calvary, engage the titan forces of sin and Satan, death, hell, and the grave, and when the 

dust of the battle had settled, an empty tomb stands as an eternal monument to the victory of EL 

GIBBOR. Jesus is Mighty God, the Champion, the successful warrior each and every person 

desperately needs! And Jesus proved himself, unlike any other, to be Mighty God, come to us, for our 

everlasting salvation!  (Spurgeon) – Christ stood against Satan and in his standing proved Himself to 

have the holiness of God... Christ endured all our sin… Jesus took all our griefs and carried all our 

sorrows… (Jesus) put the sins of his people to a public execution.  They are dead.  (The sins) have 

ceased to be, and … they shall not be found any more. Certainly, if this be true, Jesus is mighty God 

indeed.”  

 O my…, in the light of such a glorious once-for-all act of might and power, why is it that you 

and I would ever be wimpish in our faith, in our life and service to God? Why would we ever cower 

in fear of any foe that would press upon us? Why would we ever think that any storm of life, any 

hardship or tragedy to come against us greater than Jesus? Why would we live in and settle for 

weakness and timidity of spirit, in the light of the life and the work of Jesus, Mighty God! 

 There is Good News! The Savior has come who is Christ the Lord! Sin and death and the Devil 

have been defeated by El Gibbor—Jesus, the Mighty God. Today, no one but you may know the 

current assault against your body, mind, or soul. But whatever it is, it is no match for El Gibbor! No 

one may know your greatest fear, your broken heart, your sorrow, your burden—no one may know 

how raw or weak your emotions are, or how unsettled and confused your thoughts.  But whatever 

the nature of those things, Jesus, Mighty God, is Champion to rescue you, to transform you, to heal, 

to restore and see you through.  

 The battle Jesus undertook and won for you at the cross is a finished battle; with ongoing 

benefits to one day bring you at last, to the Lord and to the fullness of His glory! Jesus’ might has no 
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flaws; His power is perfect. His victory complete. And it is for all who believe in Him! His name shall 

be called Mighty God! So, call out to Jesus for Him to display His authority, might, and deity over all 

your life! 

 Charles Spurgeon, preaching on this text, ended it in a most remarkable way.  He said:  “…I 

beg and beseech you, as God the Spirit shall help you, come and put your trust in Jesus Christ, he is 

‘the mighty God.’ Oh, Christians, believe him more than ever, cast all your troubles constantly on 

him; he is ‘the mighty God;’ go to Him in all your dilemmas, when the enemy comes in like a flood, 

this mighty God shall make a way for your deliverance; take to him your griefs, this mighty God can 

alleviate them all; tell him your backslidings and sins, this mighty God shall blot them out.  And, O 

sinners, you that feel your need of a Savior, come to Christ and trust him for he is ‘the mighty God.’ 

Go to your houses, and fall on your knees and confess your sins, and then cast your poor guilty, 

helpless, defenseless souls before his omnipotence, for he is able to save unto the uttermost them 

that come unto God by him, because when Jesus died … he was ‘the mighty God.’  This, I say, we will 

write on our banners, from this day forth and for ever; this shall be our joy and our song—the child 

born and the son given IS to us ‘ the mighty God.”  

 All thanks and praise be to God! Amen! 


