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 Think for a moment about a difficult, even horrific experience that you got through, and 

remember what it was like to finally be on the other side of it. Great anxiety and distress turned to calm 

and relief. Uncertainty and fear turned to confidence and tranquility. 

 In the story of Esther, we are told in chapter 9 that after the great day of battle when Persians 

attacked Jews and Jews retaliated in vengeance upon their enemies, resulting in thousands of 

casualties—after the battle we are told that the Jews got relief from their enemies, and the month 

turned for them from sorrow into gladness and from mourning into a holiday. You get the impression 

from those words that after the battle, life was very different for God’s people living in exile in Persia. 

You expect that if there is any more of this story to be written that it’s going to be about this new day.  

Haman and his sons had been hung, the enemies of the Jews slain. Esther survived.  Mordecai survived. 

The danger of the Jews extinction was averted. Their fortunes had turned, reversed, altered, seemingly, 

at times by events beyond their influence and control. You imagine that for Esther and Mordecai and 

their people that the road of life can only go up from here; things can only be better. “We made it 

through.  All is well”… until you read that opening line of chapter 10: King Ahasuerus imposed tax on the 

land and on the coastlands of the sea. What’s that saying?  “In this world nothing can be said to be 

certain, except death and taxes.” – Ben Franklin 

 Some folks have wondered about the inclusion of chapter 10 in the story of Esther. It seems a bit 

anti-climactic; not much substance to it, sort of a list  of random final thoughts. If nothing else ch10 

seems to indicate a return to normal. 

 But the lives of many people and the course of many events were changed throughout the story 

of Esther, not the least of which was Esther and Mordecai’s lives. Staggering things happened to both of 

them, individually and together. One person (Jobes) makes the observation that Esther and Mordecai 

functioned as the queen and king of God’s people living in Persian exile… Their unlikely partnership 

accomplished God’s ancient promise, and the Jewish race was preserved until in the fullness of time, 

God entered history through this people as Messiah Jesus. That’s significant! That in itself is a 

remarkable post-battle outcome: two ordinary people used in extraordinary ways as God exercised his 

covenant promise to protect and preserve a people from whom the Savior of the nations would come.  

 This is a marvelous illustration of why you should never count yourself out of God’s work. As 

members of the Church—God’s covenant people today, no male or female should ever consider their 

self outside the possibility of God calling you and setting you apart to be used in some particular holy 

fashion, to accomplish something of God’s holy purpose. Often this will not happen for you in some 

religious way or setting, as was the case for Esther and Mordecai. But God employs His people 

nonetheless to accomplish His will. 

 You have to think that neither Esther nor Mordecai’s life played out along the particular lines of 

what either or both wanted to be when they grew up.  Queen of a pagan Persian king was probably not 

what Esther dreamed about; being the right hand man to a pagan Persian king was probably not the 

preferred career track of Mordecai. And yet both came to be and do exactly as God ordained and 

orchestrated by His higher redemptive purpose executed in a pagan and secular culture, through flawed 

and clueless people. God was moving not only His people but all the peoples and events according to His 
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purpose. No one or thing or event is outside this working of God. And we have particularly seen that in 

this story of Esther. 

 Another startling thing by the end of this story, with all of its remarkable twists and turns, is that 

Ahasueras was still king…  And as one person noted, the king’s own personal interests remained 

paramount, no matter what the cost to his loyal subjects.  And the cost was great. How do we know this 

about the king?  Because of that opening line in chapter 10: King Ahasuerus imposed tax on the land and 

on the coastlands of the sea. Deliverance may have been sweet, but the nitty gritty of life goes on. Rest 

and relief was nice, but the nitty gritty of life goes on. Gladness and feasting, holiday and gift-giving were 

pleasant, but the nitty gritty of life goes on.  

 The last chapter of the Book of Esther reports that the king imposed taxes, that Mordecai was 

accorded honors; that the whole thing was written down in the history books for all time. Mordecai’s 

fame and popularity rose among his people as he sought their welfare and spoke peace to them. But 

guess what?  Earthly relief and rest then, just like earthly relief and rest now, has an expiration date. It 

always does in this life. As one person summarized: It was a great deliverance to be sure (in the story of 

Esther), but any deliverance that rests on the influence of a single individual who must inevitably grow 

old and die…, is at best only partial and temporary. We need a greater reversal yet, one which results in 

the coming of the true King, the Prince of Peace, whose reign will never end. (Duguid) Yes we do need a 

greater reversal!  And we got exactly that in Jesus, the Christ! And He shall reign forever and ever! King 

Jesus—this Prince of Peace is no second in command who gets to wear and use the king’s ring.  No!  

True deliverance came and still comes, and the Deliverer’s name is Jesus.  

 How wonderful of the good Lord to bring us to the end of our study of Esther, right on the 

Sunday before the beginning of Advent. How wonderful of the Lord to bring us to acknowledge that 

whatever occasions of relief and rest that might come to our lives along the way of this earthly life, 

earthly occasions of relief and rest have an expiration date. But true deliverance came and still comes, 

and the Deliverer’s name is Jesus.  

 “God’s people in exile in Persia celebrated their deliverance from immediate extinction, but at 

the end of the day, the power of the empire was largely left intact.” (Duguid) I think that’s why the 

author of the story of Esther ended it as he did, reporting things like taxes, fame, legacy, and popularity, 

to remind God’s people that until the coming and work of Messiah, the Savior Jesus, there is no final 

peace and rest.  

 As you continue to read the OT, you note that the enemies of God’s people strike again, and 

again. Even after Messiah came, the Devil himself sought to take Jesus out before He completed God’s 

redeeming work. And the Apostle Paul would later tell the Church: For we do not wrestle against flesh 

and blood, but against the rulers, against the authorities, against the cosmic powers over this present 

darkness, against the spiritual forces of evil in the heavenly places.  (Eph. 6:12). 

 But true deliverance came and still comes, and the Deliverer’s name is Jesus. He is our peace!  

Jesus is our rest!  One person (Duguid) said it so well: “God the Father laid upon Jesus the guilt of all the 

sins of those who would become his people… All the ugliness and pain of the entire history of holy war 

were concentrated into six hours of awful agony and the burning darkness of the cross… Like Haman and 
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his sons, Jesus’ body was hung on a tree, the ultimate sign of God’s curse upon our sin. On the cross 

Jesus fully bore God’s curse upon our sin.  Why? So that we might receive peace through His 

righteousness and have rest—did you hear that? HAVE REST from all our guilt and sin, and access into 

the life-giving presence of God.”  

 Beloved, in the story of Esther, we have seen God’s judgement of the wicked and God’s 

deliverance of His people, but neither was comprehensively accomplished then.  It is in Jesus that true 

rest and relief come, because only in Jesus was God’s judgement against your sin finally satisfied, and 

your rest eternally secured.  Only in Jesus is perfect righteousness accomplished and applied to deliver 

you finally and fully. Once and for all Jesus was impaled on the cross in your place, for your sin debt, in 

order that you might be forgiven and free by faith in Him.  

 //When God put it upon my heart to preach the story of Esther, it was with the awareness that a 

lot of life today still looks like the life of Esther and Mordecai. Many of the issues of politics and power, 

of sensuality and sexuality, of gender, ethics, economics, and religion are still making it quite a challenge 

to be the people of God, to live and work and relate in the world for the purpose of extending God’s 

mission. As the study of the Book of Esther stirred us to question how God’s people then were really 

being God’s people, especially since the name of God is absent from Esther’s story, so too we find 

ourselves concerned about the faithfulness of the Lord’s Church to witness and influence and serve in 

Jesus’ name. As regards the life of God’s people today, one person (Duguid) noted: “Perhaps a Haman 

appears to be in control… YET, the eye of faith is constantly looking beyond the visible circumstances of 

this world to the unseen heavenly reality, where even now Christ is enthroned for us.” Yes He is, right 

now and forever Christ is enthroned there for us, interceding for us, watching over us, enabling and 

empowering us by His word and Spirit, making a place for us, to come again for us so that we will be 

where He is.  

 As we conclude this study of Esther on the eve of Advent, be comforted, be encouraged that the 

true Deliverer came and still comes, and His name is Jesus As one person announced: “Our tongues 

should be filled with such rejoicing that we can hardly wait to burst into songs of praise to celebrate the 

great victory God has won for us (in Christ), turning death into life, turning darkness into light, turning 

the prospect of hell into the assurance of heaven… Here on earth we are constantly still involved in a 

life-and-death struggle with the forces of evil.  But it will not always be so.  The day is coming when our 

King will return to claim his throne and the days of the … empire will end.” (Duguid) True deliverance has 

come and still comes, and the Deliverer’s name is Jesus. All thanks and praise be to God. 


